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[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 824 of 1974]

By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 275) of
Arthur Joseph Lewis, Jr., for legislation to provide for certain disclosures
prior to the sale of certain dwellings. Commerce and Labor.

Commonwealth of fHassadtuspfta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of thesame, as follows;

1 Notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, every seller,
2 agent or lender involved in the sale of a dwelling of less than
3 five family units shall prepare a list of any defects in such
4 dwelling. Said list shall be presented to the buyer forty-eight
5 hours prior to the closing. If the list is not available to the
6 buyer forty-eight hours before the closing, the buyer has up
7 to forty-eight hours after the closing to void the contract.
8 Said list shall include any defects that seriously affect the
9 usefulness and livability of the dwelling, provided it can be de-

-10 tected by reasonable inspection. All defects in plumbing, heat-
-11 ing and electrical systems shall be reported in addition to de-
-12 fects in the structure or other major components of the
13 dwelling, including, but not limited to, termite damage, roof
14 leaks and damp basement. Said list shall include estimated
15 cost of repair or replacement costs resulting from any defect.
16 A buyer may sue for damages and costs if the written dis-
-17 closure list includes a false statement or fails to report a de-
-18 tectable defect. Action may be brought against any or all
19 parties responsible for having made the disclosure. Said
20 parties may ask the court to determine who shall pay and how
21 much.

SENATE No. 275

An Act providing for certain disclosures prior to the
SALE OF CERTAIN DWELLINGS.




