
No. 537SENATE
By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 537) of

Joseph F. Timilty for legislation to require city and town clerks and elec-
tion commissioners to establish a permanent and separate voting list for
permanently disabled and handicapped persons. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act requiring city and town clerks and election commis-
sioners TO ESTABLISH A PERMANENT AND SEPARATE VOTING LIST
FOR PERMANENTLY DISABLED AND HANDICAPPED PERSONS.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 54 of the General Laws is amended by including
2 the following section after section 91:—
3 Section 91A. Applications for permanently disabled and
4 handicapped persons.
5 When an application for an official absentee ballot is received
6 by a clerk or election commissioner and an official authorized
7 by law to administer oaths has witnessed that such person is a
8 permanently disabled or handicapped person, as defined in this
9 act, the clerk or election commissioners shall register such per-

-10 son as a personally handicapped or disabled person on a separ-
-11 ate and permanent voting list. The clerk or election commis-
-12 sioners shall, thirty days prior to any primary and any nation-
-13 al, state, local or county election, mail an absentee ballot to
14 such disabled and handicapped persons on said voting list.
15 The word “Handicap” shall, for the purposes of this act, be
16 defined as those individuals, including the mentally retarded,
17 who have a limited function in terms of mobility and motor
18 impairment, the deaf and the blind, as a result of disease or
19 injury. Examples of handicapping conditions which are in-
-20 eluded are paraplegia, hemiplegia, multiple sclerosis, muscular
21 dystrophy, cerebral palsy, congenital birth defects of an orth-
-22 opedic nature, polio, spina bifida, deafness, blindness and con-
-23 ditions of mental retardation.
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