
SENATE No. 546
By Mr. Wall, a petition (accompanied by resolutions, Senate, No. 546)

of the Massachusetts Division of the American Automobile Association, by
Richard H. Hoover, and William X. Wall for the adoption of resolutions by
the General Court memorializing the Congress of the United States to
reassess ambient air standards, emission control standards and devices, and
to postpone the timetable established by the Clean Air Act. Federal Fin-
ancial Assistance.

«

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
TO reassess ambient air standards, emission control stand-
ards AND DEVICES, AND TO POSTPONE THE TIMETABLE ESTABLISHED
BY THE CLEAN AIR ACT.

Whereas, serious doubts and questions have arisen as to the scien-
tific validity of supporting data upon which automotive emission
controls were originally established;

Whereas, serious doubts and questions have also arisen as to the
advisability of imposing transportation and parking control plans
in view of their dire economic and social consequences;

Whereas, such prestigious groups as the National Academy of
Sciences, Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, and Columbia University have studied the requirements of
the Clean Air Act and have found many basic uncertainties and
inadequacies in both the analyses and data;

Whereas, the National Academy of Sciences has expressed con-
siderable doubt as to the acceptability, practicality and desirability
of restrictive control strategies aimed at automobiles as a means

flof achieving reduced emissions, pointing out that such policies
“. . . might have surprising or perverse results;”

Whereas, The M.1.T.-Harvard-Columbia study has recommended
postponement of the Clean Air Act deadlines until 1980 to give
automobile manufacturers enough time to develop technologies
superior to the catalytic converter;

Whereas, emission controls being required under the Clean Air
Act have substantially increased costs to motorists and have had

(Emmnumutattlj of iftasuadmartls



2 [Jan. 1975.SENATE —No. 546.

adverse effects on the economy of this state and the nation;
Whereas, there are no guarantees that the emission controls, as

presently required, will result in improvement in air quality com-
mensurate with the economic and social deterioration they may
cause;

Whereas, it now appears that emission controls and transporta-
tion and parking restrictions as required by the Clean Air Act are
overly severe and can be relaxed without substantial adverse ef-
fects on the quality of the air we breathe;

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Congress of the United States to reassess the ambient
air standards, emission control standards and devices, and to post-
pone the timetable established by the Clean Air Act and any
transportation and parking restrictions related thereto until a
sound factual basis has been established for their need, and be it
further

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth transmit
forthwith copies of these resolutions to the President of the United
States, the presiding officer of each branch of Congress, and to the
members thereof from this Commonwealth.


