
SENATE No. 654
By Mr. Bulger, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 654) of

William M. Bulger for legislation to require a two (2) year period of
medical service in certain areas of the Commonwealth needing the services
of additional medical doctors by all graduates of the University of Massa-
chusetts School of Medicine. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act requiring a two (2) year period of medical service in
CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COMMONWEALTH NEEDING THE SERVICES

OF ADDITIONAL MEDICAL DOCTORS BY ALL GRADUATES OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 section 35 in Chapter 75 the following section:

4 i. It is hereby found and declared that there exists an im-
-5 balance in the distribution of physicians in the Common-
-6 wealth and that such imbalance creates a situation of inade-
-7 quate access to primary health care. It is further found and
8 declared that the University of Massachusetts Medical School,
9 being a public institution of exceptional educational qualifica-

-10 tions should as a matter of public investment do all things
11 necessary within its power to contribute to the solution of
12 such imbalance both as a matter of contribution to the health
13 and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth and as a re-
-14 turn on the public investment in the medical school.
15 ii. There is hereby established within the medical school
16 the Medical Service Program. There shall be a director of the
17 Medical Service Program who shall be responsible for doing
18 all things necessary or convenient to the administration of this
19 section. The director shall have a salary to be fixed by the
20 dean and board of trustees.
21 Every graduate of the University of Massachusetts School
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22 of Medicine, hereafter School of Medicine, upon completion of
23 his or her internship and residency and upon being properly
24 licensed to practice medicine in this Commonwealth, shall be
25 required to spend two (2) years of full-time service as a med-
-26 ical doctor in an area of the Commonwealth, as directed by
27 the Commissioner of Public Health and before any such med-
-28 ical service elsewhere unless mandated by action of federal
29 law, which has been determined to be in need of the services
30 of additional medical doctors, hereafter area (s) of need.
31 As a condition precedent to matriculation at the School of
32 Medicine, each accepted applicant shall be required to execute
33 a written agreement with the Commissioner of Public Health
34 stating that he or she shall serve full-time as a medical doctor
35 for a period of two (2) years in an area of need in the Com-
-36 monwealth designated by the Commissioner of Public Health.
37 A notation shall be placed upon the certificate of gradua-
-38 tion, diploma, transcript, or other document, hereafter re-
-39 ferred to as the certificate, used customarily as proof of at-
-40 tendance at a legally chartered medical school and successful
41 completion of the degree of doctor of medicine by boards of
42 registration of physicians. Said notation shall state the fol-
-43 lowing:
44 “According to Section 35A of Chapter 75 of the Laws of the
45 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, this certificate is valid for
46 purposes of determining eligibility for medical internship, med-
-47 ical residency, and the Massachusetts Medical Service Pro-
-48 gram only. This certificate must be renewed upon completion
49 of the medical internship, medical residency, and the Massa-
-50 chusetts Medical Service Program and is rendered invalid af-
-51 ter seven years unless renewed.”
52 The Commissioner of Public Health in formulating the con-
-53 tent of said agreement, in order to insure its validity, shall
54 consult with the Attorney General.
55 The Commissioner of Public Health shall supply the Dean
56 of the School of Medicine with all required forms of such writ-
-57 ten agreement and all necessary information pertinent thereto
58 The Dean of the School of Medicine shall in the catalogue
59 of the school insure that prospective applicants are apprised
60 of the substance of this statute.
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61 The Commissioner of Public Health may, at his discretion,
entertain requests from graduates of the School of Medicine
for assignment to particular areas of need.

62
63
64 Determination of areas of need shall be made by the Com-

missioner of Public Health through consideration of, but not
limited to, such factors as: the number of medical doctors per
capita in the area and the number of medical facilities per
capita in the area. Such determinations and the bases there-
for shall be forwarded to the director of the Medical Service
Program as often as needed, but not less than once each year.

65
66
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68
69
70
71 The Commissioner of Public Health shall make public at

least once each year, through suitable means, the areas of
need and the bases used to determine such need.

72
73ta

74 The Commissioner of Public Health shall be responsible for
the implementation of this statute and shall co-ordinate his
activities with the Dean of the School of Medicine, the Com-
missioner of Education, the Attorney General and any other
appropriate officer, agency or organization.

75
76
i (

78
79 This statute shall not be construed as directing or author-

izing any action on the part of the Commissioner of Education,
the Dean of the School of Medicine, the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health, the Attorney General or any other governmental
officer or agency to affect the type or manner of such medical
service, including compensation derived therefrom.
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