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By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 696'
of the Strategy and Action Commission, Massachusetts Council of
Churches, by James A. Nash, associate director, Jack H. Backman, Bill
Owens and Edward L. Burke for legislation to place a moratorium on
jail and prison construction and for an Investigation and study by a
special commission (including member of the General Court) relative to
the need for and the future construction of state correctional facilities.
Human Services and Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five

Resolve for a moratorium on jail and prison construction.

1 Resolved, that for fiscal years 1976 and 1977, the General
2 Court shall not authorize any expenditures from the General
3 Fund, or from issue or sale of bonds of the Commonwealth,
4 for construction of any new correctional facilities or new
5 county correctional facilities, as defined in Section 1 (d) of
6 Chapter 125 of the General Laws, as most recently amended
7 by Chapter 777 of the Acts of 1972.
8 Resolved, that a special commission, to consist of three mem-
-9 bers of the Senate, five members of the House of Representa-

10 tives and five members to be appointed by the Governor, is
11 hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation
12 and study relative to the need for and the future construction
13 of state correctional facilities and county correctional facilities
14 in relation to the purposes of the Department of Corrections,
15 concerning community corrections and the reintegration of
16 the offender into the community, as well as to various alter-
-17 natives to imprisonment. Said commission shall consider the
18 following: (a) the physical condition of, the need for replace-
-19 ment of, and the suitability for rehabilitative programs in,
20 existing state correctional institutions and county correctional
21 institutions; (b) the advisability of establishing a permanent
22 correctional facilities commission, including the Commissioner
23 of Corrections, whose responsibility it would be to plan and
24 to recommend the construction or acquisition of all future
25 state correctional facilities and county correctional facilities;
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26 and, (c) the advisability of expanding the authority of the
27 Commissioner of Corrections concerning the construction of
28 future correctional facilities. Said commission shall recom-
29 mend legislation relative to the planning process for future
30 construction or acquisition of correctional facilities, but shall
31 not recommend legislation relative to the construction or
32 acquisition of individual correctional facilities. Said com-
33 mission may travel within the Commonwealth. Said com-
34 mission shall hold public hearings. Said commission may re-
35 port from time to time, and shall file a preliminary report
36 not later than March 1, 1976, and shall file its final report not
37 later than March 1,1977.


