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By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 703) of
Joan Rachlin, Jack H. Backman and others for legislation to provide for
a further reduction in sentence and parole eligibility status for prisoners
donating blood for public conveniences. Human Services and Elderly
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act providing for a further reduction in sentence and
PAROLE ELIGIBILITY STATUS FOR PRISONERS DONATING BLOOD FOR
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 129 A of chapter 127 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by Chapter 777, Acts of 1972, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out said section 129 A and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following:
5 Section 129A. A prisoner of any correctional institution of
6 the Commonwealth or any jail or house of correction whose
7 term of imprisonment is thirty days or more may have his
8 sentence reduced by ten days for each pint of blood donated
9 by him to a veterans’ organization, civil defense unit, or hos-

10 pital, or to the armed forces of the United States or the Red
11 Cross, or for the purpose of scientific research, provided that
12 such reduction of sentence shall not reduce any jail or house
13 of correction sentence to less than fifteen days or any state
14 institution sentence to less than one year. Such reduction of
15 sentence shall be applicable to the minimum term of any
16 prisoner confined under a minimum sentence in a state cor-
-17 rectional institution of the Commonwealth as well as to such
18 a prisoner’s maximum sentence. Each prisoner shall be limited
19 to one donation every eight weeks. The blood so donated shall
20 not be used in any way commercially or for a profit. A list
21 of all such blood donors and the amounts of blood donated by
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22 each prisoner shall be kept by the superintendent of the cor-
-23 rectional institution, or the keeper or master of the jail or
24 house of correction. Any reduction of sentence earned under
25 this section shall not be subject to forfeiture.


