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By Mr. Bulger, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 710) of Wil-
liam M. Bulger and members of the House of Representatives for legisla-
tion to establish evidentiary procedures in care and protection hearings.
Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act establishing evidentiary procedures in care and
PROTECTION HEARINGS.

1 Section 1. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 24A the following Sec-
-3 tion 248:
4 Section 2JfB. Evidence in care and protection proceedings
5 shall be such facts and written materials as are admissible in
6 court according to the rules of the common law and the
7 General Laws. The investigator appointed pursuant to sec-
-8 tion 24 shall be a person who is qualified as an expert accord-
-9 ing to the rules of the common law or by statute, or is an

10 agent of the department or an approved or licensed child care
11 agency substantially engaged in the provision of protective
12 services to abused, neglected or abandoned children and their
13 families, and who has investigated the facts relating to the
14 welfare of a child pursuant to section 24.
15 The investigative report shall be a report to the court by an
16 investigator who has investigated the facts related to the
17 welfare of the child. The investigative report shall be limited
18 to an enumeration of facts concerning the home situation of
19 the child and the child’s mental and physical condition. This
20 report shall not include medical, psychological or psychiatric
21 assessments of the child unless the assessments are made by
22 an expert qualified in the relevant field. All statements in-
-23 eluded in the report shall be signed by the person making the
24 statement. Any person named in the report shall be subject

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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25 to examination by any of the parties. The investigator may
26 be called as a witness by any party for examination. A party
27 may interrogate an investigator by leading questions. An
28 investigator may be cross-examined without regard to the
29 scope of his testimony on direct examination. A list contain-
-30 ing the full name, title, if any, and address of each person
31 whose statements have been included in the report shall be
32 appended to the body of the report. Certified copies of all
33 agency records referred to in the report shall be appended to
34 the body of the report. A copy of the report shall be provided
35 to the court and all parties at least seven days before the
36 hearing.

1 Section 2. Section 21 of chapter 119 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the definition of “evidence.”


