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sum equivalent to fifteen cents per capita for the fiscal year nineteen 
hundred and seventy-five. Any increase over a previous year's 
assessment may only be made by a two-thirds vote of the council 
members present and voting at a meeting duly called for the purpose 
of acting upon such an assessment. 

Approved July 5, 1974. 

Chap. 477. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DISBURSEMENT BY 
COUNTY TREASURERS OF MATCHING FUNDS 
FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 35 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 10, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the 
following section: — 

Section 10A. The county treasurer may disburse sums appropriated 
as matching funds for federally funded programs approved by the 
county commissioners. 

Approved July 5, 1974. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133 
July 5, 1974 

The Honorable John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I, Francis W. Sargent, pursuant to the provisions of Article XLIII 
of the Amendments to the Constitution, the Referendum II, 
Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience requires that the law being 
Chapter 477 of the Acts of 1974, entitled "AN ACT AUTHORIZING 
THE DISBURSEMENT BY COUNTY TREASURERS OF MATCH
ING FUNDS FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS." and the 
enactment of which received my approval on July 5, 1974, should 
take effect forthwith. 

I further declare tha t in my opinion said law is an emergency law 
and the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

It is in the public interest tha t the provisions of this Act become 
effective forthwith in order that county treasurers may immediately 
have this authority to expend appropriated matching funds for 
certain criminal justice programs. 

Sincerely, 
FRANCIS W. SARGENT, 
Governor of the Commonwealth 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, Boston, July 5, 1974. 
I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby 

certify that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by 
His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
at three o'clock and ten minutes, P.M., on the above date, and in 
accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the 
Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter four 
hundred and seventy-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
seventy-four. 

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Chap. 478. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 
AND THE RECOVERY OF DAMAGES FOR CERTAIN 
ACTS OF DISCRIMINATION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 9 of chapter 151B of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out the second sentence, as most recently amended by 
section 4 of chapter 613 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place 
thereof the following two paragraphs: — 

Any person claiming to be aggrieved by a practice made unlawful 
under this chapter or under chapter one hundred and fifty-one C, or 
by any other unlawful practice within the jurisdiction of the 
commission, may, at the expiration of ninety days after the filing of a 
complaint with the commission, or sooner if a commissioner assents 
in writing, bring a civil action for damages or injunctive relief or both 
in the superior or probate court for the county in which the alleged 
unlawful practice occurred or in the housing court within whose 
district the alleged unlawful practice occurred if the unlawful 
practice involves residential housing. The petitioner shall notify the 
commission of the filing of the action, and any complaint before the 
commission shall then be dismissed without prejudice, and the 
petitioner shall be barred from subsequently bringing a complaint on 
the same matter before the commission. An aggrieved person may 
also seek temporary injunctive relief in the superior, housing or 
probate court within such county at any time to prevent irreparable 
injury during the pendency of or prior to the filing of a complaint 
with the commission. ^ 

An action filed pursuant to this section shall be advanced for a 
speedy trial at the request of the petitioner. If the court finds for the 
petitioner it shall, in addition to any other relief and irrespective of 
the amount in controversy, award the petitioner reasonable at
torney's fees and costs unless special circumstances would render 
such an award unjust. The commission shall, upon the filing of any 
complaint with it, notify the aggrieved person of his rights under this 
section. No action under this section shall be filed later than two 
years after the alleged unlawful practice occurred. 

Approved July 5, 1974. 


