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SENATE No. 940
By Mr. Sisitsky, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 940) of

Alan D. Sisitsky and Chester G. Atkins for legislation to define conflict
of interest for district attorneys, assistant district attorneys, and special
district attorneys. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act defining conflict of interest for district attorneys,
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, AND SPECIAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Represeyitatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Court hereby declares that the cit-
-2 izens of the Commonwealth are entitled to the fair and im-
-3 partial administration of criminal justice. Therefore, all dis-
-4 trict attorneys, assistant district attorneys, and special dis-
-5 trict attorneys are obliged to avoid all actual or potential con-
-6 flicts of interest or the appearance thereof.

1 Section 2. Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 30 the following new section:—
3 Section 30A.
4 (1) For the purposes of this section, the following words
5 shall have the following meanings:
6 (a) “Compensation,” any money, thing of value or economic
7 benefit conferred on or received by any person in return for
8 services rendered or to be rendered by himself or another.
9 (b) “Prosecuting officer,” any district attorney, assistant dis-

10 trict attorney, or special district attorney.
11 (c) “County agency,” any department or office of county
12 government and any division, board, bureau, commission, in-
-13 stitution, tribunal or other instrumentality thereof or there-
-14 under.
15 (d) “Immediate family,” the prosecuting officer and his
16 spouse and minor children.
17 (e) “Municipal agency,” any department or office of a city
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18 or town government and any council, division, board, bureau,
19 commission, institution, tribunal or other instrumentality
20 thereof or thereunder.
21 (f) “State agency,” any department of state government in-
-22 eluding executive, legislative or judicial, and all councils there-
-23 of and thereunder, and any division, board, bureau, commis-
-24 sion, institution, tribunal or other instrumentality within such
25 department, and any independent state authority, district, com-
-26 mission, instrumentality or agency.
27 (2) Except as required by law for the proper discharge of
28 official duties, no prosecuting officer shall:
29 (a) directly or indirectly receive or request compensation
30 from any source other than the commonwealth, and no person
31 shall knowingly give, promise or offer such compensation;
32 (b) have any beneficial interest in any business activity the
33 operation of which requires the issuance of a license or permit
34 by any state, county or municipal agency, nor shall any mem-
-35 ber of his immediate family have any such interest;
36 (c) engage in the practice of law or act as agent or attorney
37 for another before any state, county or municipal court or
38 agency;
39 (d) render any form of assistance, direct or indirect, to any
40 person, partnership, corporation or business association seek-
-41 ing any license or permit from any state, county or municipal
42 agency; or
43 (e) perform any act which the state attorney general has
44 determined to be an actual or potential conflict of interest or
45 giving the appearance thereof.
46 (3) Whoever violates any provision of this act shall be pun-
-47 ished by a fine of not more than three thousand dollars or by
48 imprisonment for not more than three years or both.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of Jan-
-2 uary, 1979.


