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By Mr. DiCarlo, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 998) of
Joseph J. C. DiCarlo and the Massachusetts Mayors Association, by Sean
Dunphy, president, for legislation to create an office for local affairs.
Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act creating an office for local affairs.

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
2 serting after Chapter 238 the following chapter:
3 CHAPTER 23C
4 Office for Local Affairs
5 Section 1. There shall be an office for local affairs, in this
6 chapter called the office, which shall be under the supervision
7 and control of a director, hereinafter called the director, who
8 shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice of the
9 commissioner of the department of community affairs, and

10 who shall serve at the pleasure of the governor. The director
11 shall at the time of his or her appointment, have substantial
12 professional or administrative experience in a field concerned
13 with local community management. He shall receive such
14 salary as the governor may determine and shall devote his
15 full time during business hours to the duties of the office. He
16 shall appoint and may remove such assistant directors and
17 such other employees and consultants as he shall deem neces-
-18 sary to perform the functions of the office. The provisions of
19 Chapter thirty-one and sections nine A, nine B, and nine D of
20 Chapter thirty shah not apply to the director, to such assis-
-21 tant directors as he may appoint, or to such other supervisory
22 positions as he may create.
23 The office may lease, purchase, hold and dispose of personal
24 and real property. Subject to the approval of the commissioner
25 of community affairs, the director may apply for and accept

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:
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26 on behalf of the commonwealth any federal, local or private
27 grants, bequests, gifts or contributions to aid in the financ-
-28 ing of any of the programs or policies of the office. Such
29 funds shall be received by the state treasurer on behalf of the
30 commonwealth and deposited in a separate account and shall
31 be expended under the direction of the director, with the ap-
-32 proval of the commissioner of community affairs. Federal
33 funds paid as reimbursement to the commonwealth shall be
34 deposited in the general fund. 4
35 The office may make agreements with other departments
36 and agencies of the commonwealth and may contract with
37 other persons, including private agencies, to carry out any
38 of the functions and purposes set out in this chapter. The
39 director shall establish standards and procedures governing
40 such agreements and contracts subject to the approval of the
41 secretary of administration and finance.
42 The director, pursuant to the provisions of chapter thirty A
43 shall make, and from time to time revise, such regulations as
44 may be necessary to carry out the functions set forth in this

46 Section 2. The office shall be the principal agency of the
47 government of the commonwealth to assure that every local
48 community has available the resources to provide adequate
49 service for all its citizens.
50 The department also shall serve as an advocate and provide
51 an articulate focus for the needs of local communities within
52 the commonwealth.
53 To accomplish the objectives set forth above, the director
54 is hereby authorized and empowered:
55 (a) to promote the development of programs and services
56 designed to provide financial and technical aid to local com-
57 munities;
58 (b) to determine the extent and availability of programs to *

59 aid local communities and disseminate this information to the
60 communities;
61 (c) to determine the need for programs for local communi-
-62 ties and make recommendations to the appropriate secretaries,
63 to the governor and to the General Court;
64 (d) to analyze and evaluate all budget requests for programs

45 chapter.
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65 concerning local communities within all executive offices and
66 make recommendations to the appropriate secretaries and the
67 governor regarding coordination and approval of such budget

68 requests;
69 (e) to promote the coordination of programs for local com-
70 munities in departments and agencies within all executive of-
71 fices and make recommendations to the appropriate secre-
72 taries regarding changes necessary to improve such coordina-
73 tion;
74 (f) to evaluate and monitor programs for local communities
75 within the department of community affairs and, by agreement
76 with other executive offices, evaluate and monitor programs
77 for local communities for which any such executive office has
78 responsibility;
79 (g) to seek, apply for and encourage the use of all federal
80 funds available to local communities and facilitate the coordina-
81 tion of federal, state and local policies concerning the needs
82 of local communities;
83 (h) to prepare and submit a report to the Governor, the
84 general court, and the commissioner of community affairs an-
85 nually on the first Monday of July. Such report shall include,
86 but not be limited to, a review of the commonwealth’s financial
87 and technical assistance programs for local communities; rec-
88 ommendations for priorities for the development and coordina-
89 tion of financial and technical assistance programs to local
90 communities during the next following fiscal year and for
91 the following four fiscal years; an assessment and evaluation
92 of the progress made as the result of such recommendations
93 for the proceeding fiscal years; a statement of goals for aotiv-
94 ities of the office during the next following fiscal year and the
95 following four fiscal years; the steps to be taken by the of-
96 fice to implement the purposes of this section; a review and
97 evaluation of the purposes made in accomplishing said pur-
-98 poses for the preceding two fiscal years.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on January thirtieth,
2 nineteen hundred and seventy-five.
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