
SENATE No. 1008
I By Mr. Parker, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1008) of

John F. Parker for legislation to revise the enabling legislation of the
Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District.
Local Affairs.

* In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

An Act revising the enabling legislation of the south-
eastern REGIONAL PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 10 of Chapter 408 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence of the
3 second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentences: Said termination shall become effective at the
5 end of the fiscal year which begins on July 1 following the date
6 of such vote to withdraw.I

1 Section 2. Chapter 408 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 12 and inserting in place there-
-3 of the following new section:
4 Section 12. “In the regional planning and economic develop-
-5 ment district established pursuant to Section nine, there shall
6 be a regional planning and economic development commission
7 which shall consist of commissioners who will represent each
8 city or town within the district, representatives of the county
9 commissioners of Bristol and Plymouth Counties, a representa-

-10 tive chosen by the governor from the combined secretaries of
11 the Commonwealth, and representatives of low-income and
12 minority residents of the district. One half of the members of
13 the commission shall be elected general purpose municipal of-
-14 ficials, who may be either mayors, city councillors, selectmen
15 or county commissioners.

¥

16 The commission membership shall be composed in the fol-
-17 lowing manner:

>
18 1. Each municipality shall have at least two voting members;
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19 a. The first member shall be a general purpose elected of-
-20 ficial who shall be in the case of a city, the mayor, or in
21 the case of a town, the chairman of the board of select-
-22 men.
23 b. The second member shall be appointed by the planning
24 board from its membership or its official staff.
25 2. Each municipality with a population in excess of 18,000
26 shall be entitled to a third voting member who shall be in the
27 case of a city, a city councillor, or in the case of a town, a
28 selectman. This third member shall be appointed by the mayor
29 with the approval of the city council in the case of a city, and
30 by the board of selectmen in the case of a town.
31 3. Each municipality with a population in excess of 50,000
32 shall be entitled to a fourth voting member appointed by the
33 mayor, in the case of a city, and by the board of selectmen in
34 the case of a town.
35 Where required by local law the appointments normally
36 made by elected general purpose municipal officers may be
37 made by the town or city manager.
38 4. There shall be the following additional members:
39 a. One member shall be a representative chosen by the
40 governor from the combined secretaries of the Common-
-41 wealth.
42 b. There shall be one representative from each of the coun-
-43 ties of Bristol and Plymouth, who shall be chosen by the
44 County Commissioner from their membership.
45 5. In order to give direct representation to low-income and
46 minority residents of the district, there shall be not more than
47 six additional members chosen by and from low-income and
48 minority groups in a manner provided for in the district by-
-49 laws.
50 The commission shall act through its commissioners who
51 shall be members or their designees properly certified in writ-
-52 ing.
53 Each member of the commission shall be appointed for a
54 term of one year commencing April first of the year appointed
55 to March thirty-first of the succeeding year, and the appoint-
-56 ments or reappointment of each member shall be certified
57 annually in writing to the commission by the appointing au-
-58 thority. Whenever a vacancy occurs due to the resignation,
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59 death or incapacity of a member, his successor shall be named
60 by the proper appointing authority for the balance of the un-
-61 expired term and said member shall take his place on the
62 commission after certification of his appointment has been
63 received in writing by the Commission.
64 Each member, except that member appointed by the plan-
-65 ning board, shall have the right to name his designee who will
66 serve at the pleasure of the designating member. The designee
67 shall exercise the full rights and privileges of the member and
68 shall act in his behalf. No designee, however, shall have the
69 right to name a designee. The term of office of the designee
70 shall be concurrent with the term of office of the appointing
71 member. The designee may be appointed or removed by the
72 member at any time, but such appointment or removal shall
73 not be effective until the member has so certified to the com-
-74 mission in writing.
75 Whenever a change is made in the composition of the mem-
-76 bership of the commission by the creation of additional posi-
-77 tions on the commission all eligible new appointments may
78 be certified as of the effective date of the act providing for
79 such increase in membership. The new appointments, after
80 being certified to the commission, shall exercise full rights
81 and privileges of a commissioner at the next regularly sched-
-82 uled meeting after the effective date of said act and they shall
83 continue to serve in this capacity until the next annual com-
-84 mission meeting.

1 Section 3. Section 13 of said chapter 408 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the words “with the approval of the governor”,
3 in line 5 thereof, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing: “of the department of community affairs”.

1 Section 4. Said Chapter 408 is hereby further amended
2 by inserting after clause (o) in section 14 the following new
3 clauses:
4 (p) The district may authorize debt by a majority vote of
5 the commission in anticipation of revenue to an amount not
6 in excess of that to be received during the current fiscal
7 year from member cities and towns. Notes issued under
8 authority of this section shall be in the name of and upon
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9 the full faith and credit of the district, and said notes shall
10 be signed by the treasurer of the district, and the chairman
11 of the commission shall countersign and approve them in the
12 presence of the secretary of the commission who shall certify
13 to the fact on the face thereof. Such notes shall be payable,
14 and shall be paid not later than one year from their dates, and
15 shall not be renewed or paid by the issue of new notes, ex-
-16 cept as provided in Section 17 of Chapter 44.
17 (q) To associate with state, regional, and national author!'
18 ties or associations to further district purposes.

1 Section 5. The second paragraph of section 15 of said chap-
ter 408 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
following: —“, only if otherwise qualified as a member.”

2
3

Section 6. The seventh paragraph of section 15 of said
chapter 408 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
the following: “and (5) at least one member of said execu-
tive committee shall be a commissioner representative of the
low-income and minority groups selected in a manner provided
in the District by-laws. Any committee which performs the
function of an executive committee, a steering committee or
a prereview committee shall have the same composition as the
executive committee described herein.”

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Section 7. The eighth paragraph of section 15 of said chap-
ter 408 is hereby amended by striking it out and inserting
in place thereof the following:

1
2
3

“The commission may establish or participate in the estab-
lishment of any committee as it shall deem necessary and all
such committees shall exercise such powers, discharge such
responsibilities and perform such duties as the commission
may delegate thereto by vote or by its by-laws, provided how-
ever, that only commissioners may be members of administra-
tive or policy committees as same are defined in its by-laws.”

4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Section 8. The first sentence of section 16 of said chapter
408 is hereby amended by inserting the words “and technical
director” after the words “executive director”, in lines 1 and 2.

1
2
3

Section 9. The second sentence of section 16 of said chapter1
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2 408 is hereby amended by striking out the word “commission”,
3 in line 5, and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 “officers”.

1 Section 10. Section 18 of said chapter 408 is hereby
2 amended by inserting after the third sentence of the third
3 paragraph thereof the following:
4 “If district expenses so require this assessment upon the
5 cities and towns may be increased over the maximum fifteen
6 cents per capita provided that the increase receives a favorable
7 vote from city councils and boards of selectmen representing
8 two-thirds of the member communities of the district”.
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