
SENATE No. 1949

Senate, June 4,1975.

The committee on Human Services and Elderly Affairs, to whom
was referred so much of the recommendations of the Department
of Mental Health (House, No. 177) as relates to amending certain
laws relative to the treatment of persons convicted of certain
crimes (House, No. 184), reports the accompanying resolutions
(Senate, No. 1949).

For the Committee,

JACK H. BACKMAN
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SENATE No. 1949. [June2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five.

Resolutions requesting certain reports to the general court
REGARDING PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE BRIDGEWATER FACIL-
ITIES.

Whereas, The recent report of the Special Master to the U.S.
District Court of Massachusetts in the Geary, et al v. Frank A.
Hall, et al (Civil Action No. 74-2283-M) finds that the majority
of the patients at the Bridgewater State Hospital are receiving
nothing more than custodial care that does not amount to a bona
fide effort to provide treatment that will cure or improve the pa-
tients and concludes that such conditions constitute a denial of
due process under the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution
of the (United States; and

Whereas, There are presently three court cases pending which
challenge the constitutionality of the statute, chapter one hundred
and twenty-three A of the General Laws, providing for the inde-
terminate commitment of sexually dangerous persons to the Treat-
ment Center for Sexually Dangerous Persons at Bridgewater; Lamb
v. Commonwealth, (No. 097, Supreme Judicial Court); Andrews
v. Bridgewater, (No. 098, Supreme Judicial Court); and Conlen v.
Quinn, (No. 74-62, Equity Division, Supreme Judicial Court); and

Whereas, In a federal district court consent decree on June
fourteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, in the case of
Williams v. Lesidk, et al, (civil action No. 72-571-W), it was agreed
that the treatment center at Massachusetts Correctional Insti-
tution, Bridgewater would be treated as a facility of the depart-
ment of mental health, and that the departments of mental health
and corrections would jointly take steps to seek further funding
to improve the physical plant of the treatment center for sexually
dangerous persons, to implement a meaningful work program and
an avocational activities program and to have a system of differing
security for different categories of patients; and

Whereas, A federal district court order, on January second, nine-
teen hundred and seventy-five under Williams v. Lesiak found the
physical facilities of the treatment center for sexually dangerous
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persons at Bridgewater unfit, and prohibited the use of said physi-
cal facilities after June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-
five; now therefore be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts general court respectfully re-
quests that the commissioner of mental health, the commissioner
of public health and the commissioner of corrections, each, individ-
ually, from the perspective of each department’s responsibilities,
review the treatment, staff, physical facilities, administration and
populations at the Bridgewater facilities and report to the secre-
tary of human services, the governor and the clerk of the house of
representatives on or before June fifteenth, nineteen hundred and
seventy-five, regarding the conclusions of his review and his recom-
mendations, if any, for the future of said programs, together with
drafts of legislation necessary to carry his recommendations into
effect, and including with his recommendations the estimated
cost of such recommendations; and be it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts general court also requests the
attorney general to make a similar review of the programs at the
Bridgewater facilities, with particular reference to the constitution-
ality of said programs, and to report to the clerk of the house of
representatives on or before June fifteenth, nineteen hundred and
seventy-five regarding the conclusions of his review and his rec-
ommendations for the future of said programs, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry his recommendations
into effect; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted forth-
with by the clerk of the house of representatives to the commis-
sioner of mental health, the commissioner of public health, the
commissioner of corrections and the attorney general of the com-
monwealth.
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