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Referred to the committee on Bills in the Third Reading, on
motion of Mr. Rurak.

Senate, October 6, 1975.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133

October 3, 1975.
To The Honorable Senate and House Of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 2044, entitled, “An Act Relating to Agricultural or Horticul-
turalLands.”

S. 2044 makes a number of clarifying and corrective changes in
Chapter 61A of the General Laws, the farmland assessment law.
The bulk of S. 2044’s provisions appear to be necessary and proper,
and I expect to sign S. 2044 into law.

One minor aspect of S. 2044, however, would represent an unwise
departure from current tax collection practices. The last sentence
of Section 11 of S. 2044 provides that the collection of the con-
veyance or roll-back taxes, which are collected when land assessed
as farmland is sold or changes use, shall be stayed during any ap-
peal to the appellate tax board.

This would be, if enacted, a unique provision in the tax laws of
the Commonwealth; the collection of no other tax is stayed pending
appeal. The allowance of a stay could conceivably encourage tax-
payers facing large roll-back or conveyance taxes to take an appeal,
whether or not grounds for that appeal exist, solely to delay pay-
ment of the tax. (It is important to remember that the payment
of these taxes would not, under the provisions of this section, be
required in advance of the filing of an appeal).

I therefore recommend that S. 2044 be amended by striking out,
in Section 11, the last sentence of Section 19.

Respectfully submitted,

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
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