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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF

ARTICLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION, WITH RECOMMENDATIONS
OF AMENDMENT, THE ENGROSSED RE-
SOLVE PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL

COMMISSION TO MAKE AN INVESTI-
GATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO
FINDING A SUITABLE LOCATION
FOR A COUNTY JAIL TO RE-

PLACE THE PRESENT SUF-
FOLK COUNTY JAIL.

Senate, December 31,1975.
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December 23,1975

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 2071, entitled, “Resolve Providing for a Special Commission
to Make an Investigation and Study Relative to Finding a Suitable
Location for a County Jail to Replace the Present Suffolk County
Jail.”

S 2071 would establish a special commission to study the reloca-
tion of Suffolk County jail.

The future of Suffolk County jail has been litigated in the federal
courts for almost five years. A court order, entered more them
two and one-half years ago, prohibited the housing of any inmate
awaiting trial at the jail after June 30, 1976. While subsequent
orders have had the effect of postponing that date to November 1,
1977, the court’s mandate, and that of the Constitution, are clear.
As part of this litigation, the appropriate City of Boston and Suf-
folk County authorities, and the Commissioner of Corrections who
is also a defendant in that lawsuit, have drawn up a plan for the
relocation of the jail. That plan may not be perfect, and I en-
courage representatives of the communities affected to discuss
their concerns with the Commissioner in order to improve the plan
as much as is legally possible. But I am not persuaded, after the
extensive study that went into the formulation of the alternative
plans presented to the court, that another formal study will add any
constructive information to that already available.

I am also concerned that, if a special commission is to be named
to study this issue, that it be as broadly constituted as feasible.
The makeup of the commission proposed in S 2071 does not include
any places for members of private prison reform groups, for repre-
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sentatives of the inmates themselves, or for law enforcement of-
ficers other than the Suffolk County sheriff. The number of guber-
natorial appointees should be expanded, if such a commission is to
be named, to allow for representation of these varied interests.

I therefore recommend that Senate Bill No. 2071 be amended by
striking out, in line 2, the word “four” and inserting in place there-
of the word “seven.”

Respectfully submitted,

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
Governor of the Commonwealth


