
ACTS, 1974. — CHAP. 655. 651 

out the conditions of agreement shall result in the forfeiture of the 
garden or farm permit. Any person who is granted the use of garden 
or farm land shall indemnify and save harmless the commonwealth, 
the department of agriculture and all of its officers, agents and 
employees against suits and claims of liability of each name and 
nature arising out of, or in consequence of the use of vacant public 
land. 

Section 15. Priority in the allotment of vacant public land for 
garden purposes shall be given to elderly persons of low income, 
families of low income and children between the ages of seven and 
sixteen, inclusive. Products grown in gardens shall not be sold. 

Section 16. The director shall, with the cooperation of other state 
agencies and cities and towns, compile a list of all vacant land, that in 
the opinion of the said agencies and cities and towns, can be feasibly 
used for gardening or farming. The director shall, by letters of agree
ment, contract with such agencies or cities and towns for the use of 
said vacant land. Contracts may contain a termination date. If no 
date is determined, either party may terminate the contract by writ
ten notice given within sixty days; provided, however, tha t no con
tract may be terminated until the end of the harvest season. The divi
sion shall notify the gardeners or farmers of said notice of termina
tion. 

Section 17. Owners of land may make available to the division par
cels of land for the purposes set forth in section fourteen under such 
terms and conditions as may be agreed upon between the owners and 
the division, and the commonwealth, the department and all of its of
ficers, agents and employees shall be saved harmless as provided in 
said section fourteen. 

Section 18. The commissioner after a public hearing shall adopt 
and promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the provi
sions of chapter thirty A and consistent with sections thirteen to 
seventeen, inclusive. 

Section 19. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the commis
sioner may, within ten days after such decision, appeal therefrom, by 
petition to the superior court in the county he resides in, or the coun
ty of Suffolk. The court shall hear such petitions speedily in accor
dance with the usual course of procedure in equity, and may affirm, 
modify or revoke such decision. 

Approved July 31,1974. 

Chap. 655. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMIS
SIONERS OF FRANKLIN COUNTY TO CONTRACT 
WITH THE FRANKLIN COUNTY HOME CARE, IN
CORPORATED FOR THE PURCHASE OF HOME 
CARE SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The county commissioners of Franklin county are 
hereby authorized to pay such funds as may be appropriated therefor 
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to the Franklin County Home Care, Incorporated for the purchase of 
home care services for the elderly. 

SECTION 2. Quarterly financial reports, on forms provided by 
the county treasurer, shall be submitted to the county commissioners 
by said Franklin County Home Care, Incorporated documenting the 
expenditure of all funds provided by said county to carry out the pro
visions of section one. 

SECTION 3. Any monies appropriated for the purposes of this 
act may be used by said Franklin County Home Care, Incorporated 
for the nonfederal share of grants under Title III and Title VII of the 
Older Americans Act of 1945. 

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved July 31, 1974. 

Chap. 656. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ELIGIBILITY OF 
CERTAIN CHARITABLE CORPORATIONS AND 
TRUSTS FOR PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS AND 
APPLICATIONS FOR ABATEMENT OF TAXES 
ASSESSED OR PAID FOR THE TAXABLE YEARS 
DURING THE PERIOD COMMENCING JANUARY 
FIRST, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE 
AND ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH, NINETEEN 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to enable certain charitable corporations which 
failed to file seasonably the necessary lists to qualify for local proper
ty tax exemptions to file such lists by October first of the current year 
and thereby qualify for such exemptions, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience and welfare. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (6) of clause Third of 

section five of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws, a charitable 
organization, as defined in said clause Third or a trust established by 
a declaration of trust executed in the commonwealth and coming 
within said definition of a charitable organization in said clause 
Third, shall be eligible for the exemption provided in said section five 
for the taxable years during the period commencing January first, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-one and ending June thirtieth, nine
teen hundred and seventy-five; provided, that the list of property re
quired by section twenty-nine of said chapter fifty-nine is filed on or 
before October first, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, and all 
other requirements for such exemption are complied with. 

A charitable organization or a trust defined as aforesaid which 
files the required list of property on or before October first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-four, and, but for the failure to file said list with 
the respective assessors for taxable years during said period, would 


