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By Mr, Khoury of Lawrence, petition of Raymond J. Murgia,
Francis X. Coppinger, Arthur M. Khoury, Michael Joseph Connolly
and another for legislation to make certain changes in the meal tax
law. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

An Act to amend the Massachusetts meals tax.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 648 of the General Laws is repealed

] SECTION 2. Section lof chapter 64H of the General Laws as
2 most recently amended by section 40 of chapter 555 of the acts of
3 1971, is hereby further amended by inserting in paragraph (15)
4 following the word “wares”, the word: — meals; and by adding
5 the following two paragraphs:
6 (15a) “Restaurant”, any eating establishment where food, food
7 products, or beverages are provided and for which a charge is
8 made, including but not limited to, a cafe, lunch counter, private
9 or social club, cocktail lounge, hotel dining room, catering

10 business, tavern, diner, snack bar, dining room, vending machine,
11 and any other place or establishment where food or beverages are
1 2 provided, whether stationary or mobile, temporary or permanent;
13 provided, however, that food stores such as delicatessens or
14 bakeries shall not be considered eating establishments within the
15 meaning of this chapter other than in the instance in which such
16 stores engage in the sale of dinners, luncheons, sandwiches,
17 snacks and other similar items which are commonly sold at snack
18 bars, coffee shops or luncheon counters; and provided, further,
19 that a vending machine which primarily sells candy shall not be
20 considered an eating establishment within the meaning of this
21 chapter.
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22 (15b) “Meal”, any food or beverage, or both, prepared for
23 human consumption and furnished by an eating establishment,
24 whether the food or beverage is intended for consumption on or
25 off the premises, including foods or beverages sold on a ‘take out’
26 or ‘to go’ basis, whether or not they are packaged or wrapped and
27 whether or not they are taken from the premises of the
28 establishment, including cover, minimum, entertainment, admis-
-29 sion, or other charges, and including alcoholic beverages as
30 defined in chapter one hundred and thirty-eight sold for on
31 premise consumption.

1 SECTION 3. Section 6 of Chapter 64H of the General Laws is
2 amended by striking paragraph (h) and substituting in place
3 thereof the following;
4 (h) Sales of food products for human consumption. “Food
5 products” includes cereals and cereal products, flour and flour
6 products, milk and milk products, including ice cream,
7 oleomargarine, meat and meat products, fish and fish products,
8 eggs and egg products, vegetables and vegetable products, fruit
9 and fruit products, soft drinks, spices and salt, sugar and sugar

10 products, candy and confectionery; coffee and coffee substitutes.
11 tea, cocoa and cocoa products; and ice when used for household
12 consumption. “Food products” does not include meals as defined
13 in Section 2. “Food products” does not include medicines, tonics
14 and preparations in liquid, powered, granular, tablet, capsule,
15 lozenge and pill form sold as dietary supplements or adjuncts.
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