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Chap. 686. AN ACT TO PROVIDE MEANS AND PROCEDURES 
FOR THE COMMONWEALTH'S SHARE OF MATCH
ING GRANTS FOR ITS CITIES AND TOWNS IN SUP
PORT OF PROJECTS RELATED TO THE BICENTEN
NIAL PERIOD. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to provide funds and procedures for the com
monwealth's share of matching grants for its cities and towns in sup
port of projects related to the bicentennial period, therefore it is 
hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The executive office of educational affairs is hereby 
authorized to expend a sum of two million five hundred thousand dol
lars for the commonwealth's share of matching grants to the cities 
and towns in support of bicentennial related projects, to be awarded 
in equal amounts of five hundred thousand dollars in each of the 
months of September of the year nineteen hundred and seventy-four, 
January, May, September and November of the year nineteen 
hundred and seventy-five. Eligible projects shall be limited to those 
having special historic interest in the development of the cities and 
towns of the commonwealth or shall have enduring value or signifi
cance to the citizens of the commonwealth or to the city or town 
wherein the project is located or the event transpires. 

Applications for state matching grants may be submitted by any 
city or town or combination of cities or towns in the commonwealth, 
any local government agency, or any nonprofit organization estab
lished pursuant to chapter one hundred and eighty of the General 
Laws, provided that each application shall have attached thereto an 
affidavit of approval from the mayor or chairman of the board of 
selectmen or town council of each city or town involved in the project. 
An agency which applies for and receives grants may not then dele
gate responsibility for implementation to another agency. Special 
consideration shall be given to those applications which significantly 
involve youth, elderly and minority groups residing within the com
munity or communities. 

The executive office of educational affairs shall pay,to each agency 
for which a project has been approved, a grant in an amount not to 
exceed fifty per cent of the total estimated cost of the project. Said 
sums received from the commonwealth shall be available for expen
diture for the purposes as set forth in this section without specific ap
propriation thereof, notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-
three of chapter forty-four of the General Laws. Said executive office 
shall promulgate rules and regulations relative to the eligibility of 
projects for said grants, the costs of projects which shall be matched, 
the amounts and sources required as local matching funds for said 
grants, and such other information as said executive office deems 
necessary for the implementation of this section. 

Applications for matching grants shall be submitted to the special 
Massachusetts Bicentennial Commission, established by chapter 
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seventy-one of the resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty-four. Said 
commission is hereby authorized to accept and screen all applications 
for matching grants and thereafter render its advisory recommenda
tions to the executive office of educational affairs for the final award 
decision. Each project shall be implemented in accordance with the 
grant related thereto. 

SECTION 2. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying out 
the purpose of section one, the state treasurer shall, upon request of 
the governor, issue and sell at public or private sale, at one time or 
from time to time but not after December thirty-first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-six, bonds of the commonwealth, registered or 
with interest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an amount to 
be specified by the governor from time to time, but not exceeding in 
the aggregate the sum of two million five hundred thousand dollars. 
All bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be desig
nated on their face Massachusetts Bicentennial Development, Act of 
1974, and shall be on the serial payment plan for such maximum 
term of years, not exceeding ten years, as the governor may recom
mend to the general court, pursuant to Section 3 of Article LXII of 
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the 
maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts payable in the 
several years of the period of amortization other than the final year 
shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is 
practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semian
nually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval of the 
governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall be pay
able not later than one year from the date of issue thereof, and the 
entire issue not later than June the thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 
eighty-seven. All interest payments and payments on account of 
principal on such obligations shall be paid from the Tourism and In
dustrial Promotion Fund. Notwithstanding any provision of this act, 
such bonds and interest thereon shall be general obligations of the 
commonwealth. 

Approved August 2, 1974. 

Chap. 687. AN ACT DIRECTING THE METROPOLITAN DIS
TRICT COMMISSION TO SELL AND CONVEY A CER
TAIN PARCEL OF LAND IN THE TOWN OF RAN
DOLPH TO THE RANDOLPH CHAPTER NUMBER 
39, DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS BUILDING 
CORPORATION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The metropolitan district commission, is hereby authorized and 

directed to sell and convey, in the name and on behalf of the com
monwealth, to the Randolph Chapter Number 39, Disabled American 
Veterans Building Corporation by a quit claim deed approved as to its 
form by the attorney general, and at a price to be negotiated between 
the parties, a certain parcel of land under the control of said commis
sion located on High street in the town of Randolph. Said parcel is 
shown on Parks division plan No. 46653 - V.T. and contains approx
imately 13,400 square feet. All proceeds from said conveyance shall 


