
HOUSE No. 875
By Mr. King of Danvers, petition of John G. King and another for

legislation to further clarify applications for veterans’ benefits.
Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 115 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 the first paragraph of section 4 and substituting the following;
3 Every application for veterans’ benefits shall contain a
4 statement of the name, age, and residence of the applicant and his
5 relationship to the veteran upon whose wartime service his
6 application is based, such information as the commissioner may
7 require relative to the commencement, duration, extent and
8 termination of such veterans’ wartime service, and such other
9 representations, concerning the needs of the applicant and the

10 reasons for applying for such benefits, as the commissioner may
11 require. Every such application shall be filed with the veteran’s
12 agent for the city or town from which such benefits are sought,
13 and such agent shall forthwith transmit the same to the
14 commissioner.
15 If an individual is unable to sign an application, or if an
16 institution makes a reasonable effort to gain such signature and is
17 unable to secure such signature, then an institution furnishing
18 veterans' benefits under this chapter shall have the right to make

f-9 such application on behalf ofan individual, or to intervene if such
20 application is made, and in either event shall be entitled to notice,
21 hearing and appeal in the same manner as an applicant. If an
22 institution does make an application or appeal on behalf of an
23 individual, it shall furnish such individual or his representative
24 with a copy of such application or claim of appeal. Nothing
25 herein contained shall be construed to grant such institution any
26 rights which supersede the rights of an applicant.
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