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Chap. 752. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE ADMINIS
TRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WELFARE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out section 4, as most recently amended by sections 23 to 
28, inclusive, of chapter 422 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place 
thereof the following section: — 

Section 4. The commissioner shall appoint a deputy commissioner 
and such assistant commissioners, not to exceed five in number, as 
the commissioner may determine to be necessary or desirable to car
ry out the work of the department. The deputy and assistant commis
sioners shall be assigned areas of responsibility to be specified by the 
commissioner. At the time of appointment the deputy commissioner 
and each such assistant commissioner shall possess qualifications of 
training and experience generally similar to those required of the 
commissioner or otherwise suitably preparing him for the work of his 
office. The deputy commissioner shall receive a salary of thirty thou
sand four hundred and forty-three dollars. Each assistant commis
sioner shall receive a salary of twenty-four thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four dollars. 

The deputy commissioner and the assistant commissioners shall 
devote their full time during business hours to the duties of their 
respective offices. If the office of the commissioner becomes vacant, 
the deputy commissioner shall discharge the duties and have the 
powers of the commissioner. During the absence or disability of the 
commissioner, the deputy commissioner shall discharge the duties >• 
and have the powers of the commissioner; and, if the office of the 
deputy commissioner is vacant or if the deputy commissioner is ab
sent or disabled at the same time as the commissioner, an assistant 
commissioner designated by the commissioner shall discharge the 
duties and have the powers of the commissioner. The deputy commis
sioner and each assistant commissioner shall give a bond to the state 
treasurer for the faithful performance of his duties in such sum as 
the comptroller may prescribe. 

SECTION 2. The second paragraph of section 5 of said chapter 
18, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 5, the word "centers" 
and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following word: — 
areas. 

SECTION 3. The third paragraph of said section 5 of said 
chapter 18, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in 
lines 1 and 3, the word "centers" and inserting in place thereof, in 
each instance, the word: — areas — , by striking out, in lines 6 and 8, 
the word "center" and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, 
the word:— area — , and by inserting after the word "service", in line 
8, the word:— area. 

SECTION 4. The fourth paragraph of said section 5 of said 
chapter 18, as amended by section 4 of chapter 885 of the acts of 
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1969, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 1 and 13, 
the word "centers" and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, 
the word:— areas — , and by striking out, in line 8, the word "center" 
and inserting in place thereof the word: — area. 

SECTION 5. The fifth paragraph of said section 5 of said chapter 
18, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 1, the word "center" and in
serting in place thereof the word:— area —, and by striking out, in 
line 2, the words "a center" and inserting in place thereof the 
words:— an area. 

SECTION 6. The third paragraph of section 6 of said chapter 18, 
as appearing in section 7 of chapter 885 of the acts of 1969, is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word "service", in line 2, the word: — 
area — , by striking out, in line 4, the word "centers" and inserting in 
place thereof the word:— areas — , by striking out, in line 10, the 
word "center" and inserting in place thereof the word:— area. 

SECTION 6A. The fourth paragraph of said section 6 of said 
chapter 18, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in 
line 3, the words "within the commonwealth". 

SECTION 7. Section 7 of said chapter 18, as amended by section 
8 of said chapter 885, is hereby further amended by striking out the 
first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen
tence:— There shall be established for each community service area 
a community service area board, the members of which shall be ap
pointed for three-year terms by the commissioner, two of whom shall 
be recipients of assistance under chapter one hundred and eighteen, 
two of whom shall be recipients of assistance on account of age under 
chapter one hundred and eighteen A, two of whom shall be recipients 
of assistance on account of disability under said chapter one hundred 
and eighteen A, and one of whom shall be a recipient of assistance 
under chapter one hundred and eighteen E —, by striking out the 
fourth sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen
tence:— Thereafter new appointments shall be made by the commis
sioner from a list of nominees prepared by the community service 
area board of persons with qualifications that will maintain the dis
tribution of interest broadly representative of the various segments 
of the population in the area served. — , by inserting after the word 
"service", in lines 26, 29 and 53, in each instance, the word:— area — 
, by inserting before the word "director", in lines 27, 33, 40, 41 and 
48, in each instance, the word:— area — , by striking out, in lines 27, 
33, 41 and 48, in each instance, the words "of the center" — , by strik
ing out, in lines 31 and 32, the words "by the center" — , by striking 
out, in line 40, the words "of the community service center" — , by 
striking out, in line 43, the word "center" and inserting in place 
thereof the word:— area — , and by striking out the last paragraph. 

SECTION 8. Section 8 of said chapter 18, as amended by chapter 
149 of the acts of 1968, is hereby further amended by inserting after 
the word "commissioner" in line 3 and in line 5, in each instance, the 
words:— , deputy commissioner or assistant commissioner. 

SECTION 9. Section 9 of said chapter 18, as appearing in section 
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1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, is hereby amended by adding the 
following paragraph:— 

The commissioner may delegate all or a portion of his respon
sibilities as appointing authority under section forty-three of chapter 
thirty-one to one or more subordinates in the department. The 
decision of an employee to whom responsibility has been so delegated 
shall be the decision of the appointing authority. 

SECTION 10. Section 16 of said chapter 18, as most recently 
amended by section 11 of chapter 885 of the acts of 1969, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in 
place thereof the following four paragraphs: — 

There shall be within the office of the deputy commissioner a divi
sion of hearings for the purpose of holding the hearings referred to 
herein and rendering decisions. Said division shall be under the 
supervision of a director appointed by the commissioner and shall be 
independent of all other divisions and personnel of the department. 

Any person aggrieved by the failure of the department to render 
adequate aid or assistance under any program of aid or assistance ad
ministered by the department or to approve or reject an application 
for aid or assistance thereunder within thirty days after receiving 
such application, or aggrieved by the withdrawal of such aid or assis
tance, or by coercive or otherwise improper conduct on the part of his 
social worker, shall have a right to a hearing, after due notice, upon 
appeal to the commissioner. 

A hearing held pursuant to this section shall be conducted by a 
referee designated by the director at a location convenient to the per
son appealing and shall be conducted as an adjudicatory proceeding 
under chapter thirty A. The director of the division of hearings shall 
be responsible for the fair and efficient operation of the division in 
conformity with state and federal laws and regulations and for the 
training of referees, scheduling of hearings and the compilation of 
decisions. Neither he nor any other employee of the department shall 
review, interfere with, change or attempt to influence any hearing 
decision by a referee. A referee may subpoena witnesses, administer 
oaths, take testimony and secure the production of such books, 
papers, records and documents as may be relevant to such hearing. 
The person appealing shall have the opportunity to confront and 
cross-examine all adverse witnesses and to question or refute any 
testimony, evidence, materials, or legal arguments. The referee shall 
base his decision solely on the testimony, evidence, materials and 
legal rules adduced at the hearing. The referee may reopen a hearing 
for the purpose of considering further testimony, evidence, materials 
or legal rules before rendering his decision and shall, if he reopens 
the hearing, send seven days' written notice to all parties of the 
reopening and his reasons therefor, including the date, time and 
place of the resumed hearing, which shall be held at a location conve
nient to the person appealing. The decision of the referee shall be the 
decision of the department. 

A referee shall render and issue his decision within ninety days 
after the date of the filing of the aggrieved person's appeal, except 
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that when an aggrieved person appeals the rejection of his applica
tion for aid or assistance, or the failure to act on said application, or 
the failure of the department to render assistnce to meet an 
emergency or hardship situation, the referee shall render and issue 
his decision within forty-five days after the date of filing of said ap
peal. The decision of the department shall be subject to review in ac
cordance with the provisions of chapter thirty A. 

SECTION 11. Said chapter 18 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 22, as most recently amended by section 15 of 
chapter 1210 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section: — 

Section 22. For the purpose of considering the recipient's need for 
services, as described in section two, each worker shall make periodic 
visits to each recipient assigned to such worker, in accordance with 
federal law and the rules and regulations of the department. 

SECTION 12. Sections twenty-three to twenty-five, inclusive, of 
said chapter eighteen are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 13. The first paragraph of section 22 of chapter 118E 
of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 800 of the 
acts of 1969, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentence:— The decision of 
the commissioner, when he conducts the hearing, or of the referee 
designated to conduct the hearing shall be the decision of the depart
ment. Such appeals, hearings, and decisions shall be subject to the 
provisions of section sixteen of chapter eighteen. 

SECTION 14. The community service boards in the department 
of public welfare are hereby abolished, and the offices of the mem
bers of the community service boards and of the community service 
center directors in said department are hereby terminated. All 
powers and duties exercised and performed by said community ser
vice boards are hereby transferred to and shall hereafter be 
exercised and performed by the area directors created under section 
five of chapter eighteen of the General Laws, as amended by sections 
two to five, inclusive, of this act. 

SECTION 15. Any person employed as a deputy commissioner or 
an assistant commissioner in the department of public welfare on the 
effective date of this act shall continue in such position within said 
department without impairment of civil service status, seniority, 
retirement and other employment rights, and without interruption of 
service within the meaning of chapter thirty-one of the General 
Laws or section nine A, nine B or nine D of chapter thirty of the 
General Laws and without reduction in compensation and salary 
grade, notwithstanding any change in title or duties made under this 
act. The provisions of this act shall not affect the civil service status 
of any such employee. 

SECTION 16. The members and chairmen of the community ser
vice boards in the department of public welfare shall serve out their 
terms as members and chairmen, respectively, of the corresponding 
community service area boards in said department. All persons 
employed as community service center directors in said department 
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shall continue their employment as area directors in said depart
ment, without impairment of civil service status, seniority, retire
ment or other rights of the employee, without interruption of service 
within the meaning of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws or sec
tion nine A, nine B or nine D of chapter thirty of the General Laws, 
and without reduction in compensation or salary grade, notwith
standing any change in title. 

SECTION 17. All books, papers, records, documents, equipment, 
lands, interests in land, buildings, facilities and other property, both 
personal and real, which, immediately prior to the effective date of 
this act, are in the custody of a community service board in the 
department of public welfare and which relate to or are maintained 
for the purpose of the exercise of its powers or the performance of its 
duties, are hereby transferred to the corresponding community ser
vice area board in said department; provided, that all such property 
held in trust shall continue to be held in trust, and be administered in 
accordance with the terms of such trust, by such community service 
area board. 

SECTION 18. All money heretofore appropriated for any com
munity service board in the department of public welfare for the pur
pose of the exercise of its powers or the performance of its duties and 
remaining unexpended on the effective date of this act are hereby 
transferred to, and shall be available for expenditure by, the corre
sponding community service area board in said department. 

SECTION 19. All duly existing contracts, leases and obligations 
of any community service board in the department of public welfare 
which relate to the exercise of its powers or the performance of its 
duties, and which are in force immediately prior to the effective date 
of this act, shall thereafter be performed by the corresponding com
munity service area board in said department. This section shall not 
affect,any renewal provision or option to renew contained in any 
such lease in existence on said effective date, all of which may 
thereafter be exercised by said community service area boards. 

SECTION 20. Upon the effective date of this act the subdivision 
of appeals within the department of public welfare is hereby 
abolished. All powers and duties exercised by said subdivision are 
hereby transferred to the division of hearings established by section 
sixteen of chapter eighteen of the General Laws, as amended by sec
tion ten of this act. The officers and employees of such subdivision, 
who immediately prior to the effective date of this act held positions 
classified under chapter thirty-one of the General Laws or have 
tenure in their positions by reason of section nine A of chapter thirty 
shall, without impairment of civil service status, seniority, retire
ment, group insurance and other rights, without interruption of ser
vice within the meaning of chapter thirty-one or section nine A of 
chapter thirty, and without reduction in compensation or salary 
grade, become employees of said division notwithstanding any 
change in title or duties made as a result of such commencement of 
employment with the division; provided, however, that no such 
employee shall, on account of the passage of this act, become ineligi-
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ble to take any promotional examination to which he would other
wise have been eligible. 

Approved August 7, 1974. 

Chap. 753. AN ACT REQUIRING THE INSTRUCTION OF 
HEALTH EDUCATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1 of chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out the fourth and fifth sentences and inserting in place 
thereof the following three sentences:— Such schools shall be taught 
by teachers of competent ability and good morals, and shall give in
struction and training in orthography, reading, writing, the English 
language and grammer, geography, arithmetic, drawing, music, the 
history and constitution of the United States, the duties of citizen
ship, health education, physical education and good behavior. In
struction in health education shall include, but shall not be limited to: 
consumer health, ecology, community health, body structure and 
function, safety, nutrition, fitness and body dynamics, dental health 
and emotional development. Instruction as to the effects of alcoholic 
drinks and of stimulants, including tobacco, and narcotics on the 
human system, as to tuberculosis and its prevention, and as to fire 
safety, including instruction in the flammable qualities of certain 
fabrics, and the prevention and treatment of burn injuries, shall be 
given to all pupils in all schools under public control, except schools 
maintained solely for instruction in particular subject areas. 

Approved August 7, 1974. 

Chap. 754. AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FIS
CAL YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-
FIVE FOR THE CARE, MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIR OF THE PLYMOUTH COUNTY HOSPITAL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The county commissioners of Plymouth county are 
hereby authorized to expend for the fiscal year nineteen hundred and 
seventy-five the sums set forth in this act for the care, maintenance 
and repair of the county hospital and to assess the same in the man
ner set forth in section eighty-five of chapter one hundred and eleven 
of the General Laws. 

PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 

Item 
1. For personal services 
2. For contractual services 
3. For supplies and materials 
4. For current charges and obligations 
5. For equipment 
8. For debt and interest 

$1,238,125 85 
73,450 00 

282,820 00 
114,297 60 

14,331 85 
10,000 00 


