
756 ACTS, 1974. — CHAPS. 756, 757, 758. 

Chap. 756. AN ACT VALIDATING ADOPTION BY TRI-COUNTY 
REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT OF AN AMENDMENT TO ITS AGREE
MENT ESTABLISHING SAID DISTRICT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The action taken by the Tri-County Regional Voca
tional Technical School District relative to the adoption of the 
amendment to its regional school district agreement entitled 
"Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement Establishing the Tri-County 
Regional Vocational Technical School District", which amendment 
was initiated by vote of the regional district school committee 
adopted on November fourteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-
three and approved by the town of Seekonk at a special town meeting 
held on January twenty-eighth, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, 
and by the towns of Franklin, Medfield, Medway, Millis, Norfolk, 
Sherborn and Walpole at town meetings held subsequent thereto, is 
hereby validated and confirmed. Said amendment shall take full 
effect upon its approval on or before November first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-four by the town of North Attleborough, not
withstanding the provision of said amendment that approval by all 
the member towns shall take place prior to July first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-four. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 8, 1974. 

Chap. 757. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE ORDER IN WHICH 
NAMES OF CANDIDATES APPEAR ON MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION BALLOTS IN THE CITY OF SALEM 
SHALL BE DETERMINED BY LOT. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or 
special law or any ordinance of the city of Salem to the contrary, in 
all municipal elections held in said city, the names of all candidates 
shall appear on the official ballot in the order in which they are 
drawn by lot. Each such drawing shall be conducted by the registrars 
of voters of said city. Each candidate or his duly authorized represen
tative shall have an opportunity to be present at such drawing. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved August 8, 1974. 

Chap. 758. AN ACT ASCERTAINING THE WILL OF THE PEO
PLE C O N C E R N I N G T H E D E S I R A B I L I T Y OF 
REORGANIZING STATE GOVERNMENT BY CREAT
ING A DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SYSTEMS 
REGULATION. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to place a certain question on the official ballot to 
be used at the biennial state election in the current year, therefore it 



ACTS, 1974. — CHAP. 759. 757 

is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immedi
ate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. For the purpose of ascertaining the will of the peo
ple concerning the desirability of reorganizing state government by 
creating a Department of Health Systems Regulation in accordance 
with the provisions of House, No. 6579 of nineteen hundred and sev
enty-four, the state secretary shall cause to be placed on the official 
ballot to be used at the biennial state election in the current year, im
mediately following any questions submitted under the provisions of 
Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the following 
question: 

QUESTION 
Should the General Court enact legislation during the nineteen 

hundred and seventy-five session reorganizing state government by 
creating a Department of Health Systems Regulation which shall 
have the power to administer the medicaid program, control and set 
rates for nursing homes, hospitals, and other health providers under 
medicaid, license and inspect health facilities, and regu
late private health insurance policies, medical and hospi
tal service plans? 

SECTION 2. The state secretary shall transmit to the general 
court a written statement of the results of the votes on said question 
by filing the same with the clerk of the senate and the clerk of the 
house of representatives. 

Approved August 8, 1974. 

Chap. 759. AN ACT MAKING CORRECTIVE CHANGES IN THE 
LAW PROTECTING LAND AND WATER ON 
MARTHA'S VINEYARD. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose which is, in part, to preserve the natural and cultural 
character of the island of Martha's Vineyard, and to prevent any un
necessary or substantial hardship, therefore it is hereby declared to 
be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 7 of chapter 637 of the acts of 1974 is hereby amended by 
striking out the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph:— 

Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the planning 
board of a town on Martha's Vineyard from approving any definitive 
subdivision plan pursuant to chapter forty-one of the General Laws, 
provided that such definitive subdivision plan was duly submitted to 
said planning board prior to the effective date of this act. Nothing in 
this act shall be construed to prohibit said planning boards from ac
cepting for consideration for approval after the effective date of this 
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