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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the eligible list estab
lished June twelfth, nineteen hundred and seventy-two for the posi
tion of supervising motor vehicle hearing officer which expired on 
June twelfth, nineteen hundred and seventy-four is hereby reacti
vated to October first, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, as it ap
peared on said date of expiration. 

Approved August 9, 1974. 

Chap. 778. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE IMPOUND
MENT OF CERTAIN ANIMALS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to immediately further regulate the number of 
days for impoundment of certain animals, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Paragraph (b) of section 3 of chapter 49A of the 
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the word "five", in
serted by section 1 of chapter 49 of the acts of 1973^ and inserting in 
place thereof the word:— seven. 

SECTION 2. The first sentence of section 151A of chapter 140 of 
the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the word "five", 
as twice inserted by section 2 of said chapter 49, and inserting in 
place thereof, in each instance, the word:— seven. 

SECTION 3. Section 153 of said chapter 140 is hereby amended 
by striking out the word "five", inserted by section 3 of said chapter 
49, and inserting in place thereof the word:— seven. 

Approved August 9, 1974. 

Chap. 779. AN ACT PERMITTING CUSTODIANS UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM GIFTS TO MINORS 
ACT TO BE DESIGNATED BENEFICIARIES OF CER
TAIN INSURANCE POLICIES OR ANNUITY CON
TRACTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 4 of chapter 201A of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out subsection (j), added by section 6 of chapter 271 of the 
acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof the following subsec
tion:— 

(/') If the subject of the gift is a life or endowment insurance policy 
or an annuity contract or if the custodian shall invest the funds of the 
minor in such policies or contracts, the custodian shall have all the 
incidents of ownership in such policies and contracts which he may 
hold as custodian to the same extent as if he were the owner thereof. 
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If any such policy or contract is issued on the life of the minor, the 
designated beneficiary shall be the minor's estate. If any such policy 
or contract is issued on the life of a person other than the minor, the 
beneficiary shall be the minor or the custodian as custodian for the 
minor for whom he is acting. 

Approved August 9, 19 74. 

Chap. 780. AN ACT DESIGNATING THE BRIDGE OVER THE 
NEPONSET RIVER AT CENTRAL AVENUE IN THE 
DORCHESTER DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
AND THE TOWN OF MILTON AS THE JOHN J. 
MANNING MEMORIAL BRIDGE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The bridge over the Neponset river at Central avenue in the 
Dorchester district of the city of Boston and the town of Milton shall 
be designated and known as the John J. Manning Memorial bridge in 
memory of John J. Manning, a resident of said Dorchester district 
who was prominent in local and civic affairs. A suitable marker bear
ing said designation shall be attached thereto by the department of 
public works. 

Approved August 9, 1974. 

Chap. 781 . AN ACT ESTABLISHING A DISTRICT COURT PRO
CEDURE TO DIVERT SELECTED OFFENDERS 
FROM THE DISTRICT COURTS TO PROGRAMS OF 
COMMUNITY SUPERVISION AND SERVICE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after chapter 
276 the following chapter: — 

CHAPTER 276A. 
DISTRICT COURT PRETRIAL DIVERSION OF SELECTED 

OFFENDERS. 
Section 1. The following words, as used in this chapter, unless the 

context otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings: — 
"Assessment", a thorough and complete measurement of the 

needs of an individual in, but not limited to, the following areas: 
education, vocational training, job placement, mental and physical 
health, family and social services, and an analysis of a defendant's 
commitment to participate in a program of community supervision 
and services. 

"Commissioner", the commissioner of probation. 
"Director", the person in charge of the operation of a program of 

community supervision and services. 
"Official designee", a representative of a program of community 

supervision and service who has been approved by the presiding 
justice of a district court to work in conjunction with that court's 


