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By Messrs. Businger of Brookline, Mahoney of Cambridge and

Weinberg of Boston, petition of John A. Businger and other members
of the House for legislation to extend the provisions of the rent
control law. Local Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act allowing coverage under local-option rent control
FOR FEDERALLY-SUBSIDIZED HOUSING, ALL CITIES AND TOWNS,
HIGH-RENT UNITS; ELIMINATING THE EXPIRATION DATE; AND
PROVIDING FOR INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM PROCEDURES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to extend, forthwith, the provisions of
3 the rent and eviction control law, therefore, it is hereby declared
4 to be an emergency law necessary for the immediate preservation
5 of the public peace, health, safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION I. Declaration of Emergency. The General Court
2 finds and declares that the serious public emergency with respect
3 to the housing of a substantial number of citizens in certain areas
4 of the Commonwealth first declared in section 1 of chapter 842 of
5 the Acts of 1970 has continued and in many areas of the
6 Commonwealth has measurably increased, due primarily to
7 conditions beyond the control of the Commonwealth and the
8 cities and towns thereof, which conditions include sharply
9 increased inflation, further increased costs of construction and

10 finance, insufficient new housing construction, the failure of
11 federal housing programs to provide sufficient decent housing
12 units at rents within the means of low and moderate income
13 persons, continuing population growth and formation of separate
14 households, and the worsening state of the national economy, all
15 of which have resulted in the continuation of the substantial
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increasing shortage of decent rental housing accommodations at
rents which people can afford in many areas of the Com-
monwealth, including those not formerly within the purview of
said chapter 842, and have also resulted in continuing and
increasing abnormally high rents and increased likelihood of
arbitrary evictions; that said emergency may, unless appropriate
measures are taken, continue throughout the foreseeable future;
and that an expiration date for this local-option rent control act
creates undesirable confusion and uncertainty; and that unless
residential rents and eviction of tenants continue to be regulated
and controlled, such emergency and the further inflationary
pressures resulting therefrom will produce serious threats to the
public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the
Commonwealth; and that such emergency should continue to be
met by the Commonwealth immediately and with due regard for
the rights and responsibilities of its local communities.

16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

SECTION 2. Chapter 842 of the Acts of 1970 is hereby
amended by striking out section 2, and inserting in place
thereof:

?
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Section 2. Acceptance and Revocation. This act shall take

effect in any city or town on the thirtieth day following
acceptance of its provisions. This act may be accepted by any city
or town by initiative petition and vote pursuant to the procedures
set forth in sections 37 through 40 of chapter 43 of the General
Laws, except that the number of signatures required shall be five
per cent of the number of registered voters. Said petition may also
propose no more than two ordinances or by-laws to guide or
direct the implementation of this act, and each shall be voted
upon separately. A city or town which has accepted this act may
revoke its acceptance only by a majority vote on a ballot measure
submitted to the registered voters of the city or town.

4
5
6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

SECTION 3. Section 3 of said chapter 842 is hereby amended
by striking out paragraph (7) of subsection (b).
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SECTION 4. Section 3 of said chapter 842 is hereby amended
by adding the following provision after Section 3(b) (3): -
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; except that the provisions of subsection (b) of this section
shall not operate to exclude from the provisions of this act any
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5 rental units that were or are financed, insured or subsidized, in
6 whole or part, by any agency of the federal government, and
7 which were initially occupied on or before January 1. 1976, and
8 which are not also financed, insured or subsidized by the
9 Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency.

1 SECTION 5. Section 9 of said chapter 842 is hereby amended
2 by striking out paragraph (d).

1 SECTION 6. Said chapter 842 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 13, as most recently amended by chapter 360 of the
3 Acts of 1974 and by chapter of the acts of 1975.

1 SECTION 7. Continuation. Any city or town in which the
2 provisions of chapter 842 of the acts of 1970 are in effect on the
3 effective date of this act shall be deemed to have accepted the
4 provisions of said chapter 842 as amended by this act, and neither
5 the reacceptance of the provisions of said chapter 842, nor the
6 further reacceptance of the provisions of this act, shall be
7 necessary to maintain any of said provisions in force from and
8 after the effective date of this act.

1 SECTION 8. Chapter 842 of the Acts of 1970 is hereb
2 amended by adding the following new section;
3 Section 14. Any city or town which has accepted the
4 provisions of this act shall be entitled to vary the provisions of
5 this act as applied to its municipality, as permitted by the
6 provisions of this section. Such variance may be enacted by order,
7 ordinance or by-law, and may be enacted through the initiative
8 petition process set forth in section two of this act. Said variances
9 may do one or more of the following: (a) extend coverage of this

10 act by deleting one or more of the exemptions contained in
11 section 3(b) extend protections against eviction by deleting one or
12 more of the grounds for eviction contained in section 9(b) of this
13 act.




