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the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following 
paragraph:— 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section seventeen the payment 
of the principal of, and interest on, all such notes or bonds or both 
shall be guaranteed by the commonwealth, and the full faith and 
credit of the commonwealth is hereby pledged for any such 
guarantee; provided, tha t the total amount of notes or bonds or both 
so guaranteed shall not exceed two hundred and seventy million dol
lars, in the aggregate, for all projects constructed under this section 
and section thirty-five, exclusive of any such notes or bonds or both 
which may be issued for refunding purposes. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of clause (b) of said section 34 
of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking 
out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence:— Each contract for financial assistance or supplementary 
state financial assistance shall provide that the commonwealth shall 
pay to the housing authority annual contributions; provided, 
however, tha t the total amount of annual contributions contracted 
for by the commonwealth for any one year shall not exceed twenty-
one million six hundred thousand dollars. 

SECTION 3. The third paragraph of said clause (6) of said sec
tion 34 of said chapter 121B, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
striking out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentence:— Each contract for state financial assistance or 
for supplementary state financial assistance shall provide that the 
commonwealth shall pay to the housing authority annual contribu
tions; provided, however, tha t the total amount of such additional 
contribution contracted for by the commonwealth for any one year 
shall not exceed six million six hundred thousand dollars. 

SECTION 4. Section 41 of said chapter 121B, as most recently 
amended by section 13 of said chapter 1215, is hereby further 
amended by striking out the second and third sentences and insert
ing in place thereof the following two sentences:— The amount of 
bonds and notes, or bonds or notes, guaranteed by the commonwealth 
under this section shall not exceed five hundred and sixty million dol
lars. Each contract for state financial assistance shall provide tha t 
the commonwealth shall pay to the housing authority annual con
tributions; provided, however, that the total amount of annual con
tributions contracted for by the commonwealth for any one year 
shall not exceed forty-four million eight hundred thousand dollars. 

Approved August 13, 1974. 

Chap. 841 . AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE OTIS TRUST FUND. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose which is to authorize the establishment of the Otis trust fund 
for the benefit of the communities in which the former Otis Air Force 
Base is located, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency 
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public welfare 
and convenience. 
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

There is hereby established, separate and apart from monies and 
funds of the commonwealth, a fund to be known as the Otis trust 
fund, which shall be administered by the director of accounts in the 
department of corporations and taxation. All payments by the 
United States of America pursuant to any lease contract by and be
tween the commonwealth and the United States of America, or any 
division, bureau or agency thereof relative to land of the common
wealth known as the Massachusetts Military Reservation, Otis Air 
Force Base, as most recently described in lease contract no. DA-19-
016-ENG-6114, shall be paid into said fund to the benefit of the towns 
of Bourne, Falmouth, Mashpee and Sandwich and shall forthwith be 
disbursed to said towns in proportion to their land valuations in the 
year nineteen hundred and seventy-three. 

Approved August 14,1974. 

Chap. 842. AN ACT REGULATING CERTAIN ACTIVITIES IN 
MOUNTAIN REGIONS OF BERKSHIRE COUNTY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the protection of mountain 
regions of Berkshire county, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by inserting after section 39 the following section: — 

Section 39A. A city or town in the county of Berkshire which ac
cepts the provisions of this section may designate its conservation 
commission, or if having none, the board of selectmen in a town or 
the mayor in a city, to carry out the provisions of this section. The 
designated agency shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations rela
tive to the mountain regions situated within the territorial limits of 
such city or town to protect watershed resources and preserve the 
natural scenic qualities of the environment. 

The term "applicant" as used in this section shall mean the person 
giving notice of intention to remove, fill, excavate, or alter. 

The term "base elevation" as used in this section shall mean the 
mean elevation of the watershed in which the activity is proposed. 
The mean elevation shall be determined relative to the portion of the 
watershed which is situated in said county by taking the highest and 
lowest elevation in each city and town within the watershed and find
ing the average of these elevations. 

The base elevation for each of the watersheds in said county shall 
be as follows: 

Farmington River watershed 1,500 feet above mean sea level 
Housatonic River watershed 1,500 feet above mean sea level 
Westfield River watershed 1,600 feet above mean sea level 


