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By Mr. Woods of Franklin, petition of Richard Potter relative to
establishing a board of registration of builders and carpenters and
regulating the practice of building and carpentry. Government
Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

An Act establishing a board of registration of builders and
CARPENTERS AND REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF BUILDING AND
CARPENTRY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 79, under the caption BOARD
3 OF REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS AND CARPENTERS,
4 the following four sections:
5 Section 80. There shall be a board of registration of builders
6 and carpenters which shall consist of five members to be
7 appointed by the governor. Members of the board shall be
8 residents of the commonwealth and citizens of the United States.
9 A member of the board shall have been actively engaged in the

10 practice or teaching of building and carpentry for the five years
11 next preceding his appointment. At least three members of the
12 board shall be licensed builders and carpenters under the
13 provisions of sections one hundred and thirty to one hundred
14 and thirty-nine, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and twelve.
15 Section 81. Upon the expiration of the term of a member, his
16 successor shall be appointed for a term of five years. No member
17 of the board who has served a full five-year term shall be
18 reappointed to succeed himself.
19 Section 82. The governor shall have the power to remove from
20 office any member of the board for cause; but no board member
21 may be so removed without being informed in writing at least
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thirty days in advance of the reasons for his removal and of his
right to a public or private hearing with counsel.

11

23
Section 83. The board shall, at its first meeting, and at each

annual meeting thereafter, organize by electing from among its
members a chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretary. Such
officers shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified.
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The board shall hold at least two regular meetings each year;
but additional meetings may be held upon call of the chairman, or
the secretary, or at the writen request of any two members of the
board. Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum.
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The board shall examine and pass upon the qualifications of
applicants for licenses to engage in building and carpentry in the
commonwealth and shall issue licenses to qualified applicants,
but no action shall be taken with respect to the granting of a
license or its revocation or suspension without the concurrence of
at least three members of the board. The board shall adopt a seal
which shall be affixed to all licenses issued by the board.
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The board shall from time to time adopt such rules and
regulations and such amendments thereof and supplements
thereto as it may deem necessary.
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The members of the board shall serve without compensation
but each member shall be reimbursed by actual expenses
reasonably incurred in the performance of his duties as a member
or on behalf of the board. The board shall be empowered to hire
such assistants as it may deem necessary to carry on its activities.
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SECTION 2. Chapter 112 of the General Ixiws is hereby
amended by adding after section 129, under the caption
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OE BUILDERS AND
CARPENTERS, the following ten sections:

2
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Section 130. As used in sections one hundred and thirty to

one hundred and thirty-nine, inclusive, the following words shall
have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates a
different meaning:

5
6
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“Builder and carpenter”, an individual who by training and
experience meets the requirements for licensing by the board and
is duly licensed to engage in building and carpentry.

9
10

I 1
“I he business or occupation of building and carpentry",

rendering or offering to render for any fee, monetary or
12
13
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otherwise, to individuals, groups of individuals, organizations or
the public services including building and carpentry which
services consist of the erection, construction, and making of
houses, buildings, structures, and forms, of various sizes and
shapes, and the cutting, framing and joining of timber, wood and
other material in connection therewith.
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20 “Board”, the board of registration of builders and carpenters.

Section 131. Each person desiring to obtain a license as a
builder and carpenter shall make application therefor to the
board upon such form and in such manner as the board shall
prescribe, fhc applicant shall pass an examination administered
by the board. Examinations shall be conducted at least once a
year at a time and place to be designated by the board.
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The board may make such rules as they deem appropriate for

the examination of applicants desiring to engage in the business
of building and carpentry and of applicants desiring to engage in
the occupation of building and carpentry, and may classify the
licenses to be granted according to whether the applicant desires
to engage in said business or said occupation.
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Examinations shall be written, oral or both as the board seems
advisable. An application shall be held to have passed an
examination upon the affirmative vote ot at least three members
of the board. Any person who shall have failed an examination
conducted by the board may not be admitted to a subsequent
examination for a period of at least six months.
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Section 132. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one

hundred and thirty-one, the board may issue a license without
examination to an applicant who presents evidence that he has
been licensed or certified as a builder and carpenter by a similar
board of another jurisdiction whose standards, in the opinion of
the board, arc not lower than those required in the com-
monwealth.
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I Section 133. On and after January the first, nineteen hundred
and seventy-five, any person not licensed to engage in the
business or occupation of building and carpentry who holds
himself out to be a builder and carpenter or engages in the
business or occupation of building and carpentry in a manner
that implies or would reasonably be deemed to imply that he is so
licensed shall be punished by a fine of not more than live hundred
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53 dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than three months, or
54 both.
55 Section 134. The board may grant a temporary license for a
56 period not to exceed one year to a builder and carpenter with
57 legal residence outside the commonwealth to engage in such
58 business or occupation within the commonwealth provided he
59 registers with the board and so engages in consultation with, or
60 under the supervision of a licensed builder and carpenter or
61 possesses qualifications acceptable to the board.
62 Section 135. The board may grant a temporary license for a
63 period not to exceed one year to a person who presents written
64 evidence that he may be employed as an apprentice under the
65 supervision of a licensed builder and carpenter, provided that
66 such person, at the expiration of such temporary license, presents
67 himself for examination as a licensee.
68 Section 136. The following fees shall be assessed and collected
69 by the board; (a) Application fee, fifty dollars, (h) Initial license
70 fee, twenty-five dollars, (c) Temporary license fee, ten dollars, (d)
71 Biennial renewal fee, twenty-five dollars.
72 Section 137. Licenses shall be valid for two years and shall be
73 renewed biennially. On or before April the fifteenth every two
74 years the secretary of the board shall forward to each licensed
75 builder and carpenter an application form for renewal. Upon the
76 receipt of the completed form and the renewal fee on or before
77 June the first, the secretary shall renew the license for two years
78 commencing July the first. Any application for renewal of a
79 license which has expired shall require the payment of a new
80 application fee.
81 Section 138. The board may revoke any license, or may
82 suspend the same for a definite period not to exceed two years, if
83 the holder has been convicted of a felony involving moral
84 turpitude in connection with the business or occupation of
85 building and carpentry or has been found by the board to have
86 employed fraud or deceit in obtaining his license or to have acted
87 improperly, unethically or with gross negligence in the conduct of
88 his business or occupation.
89 Notice in writing of a contemplated revocation or suspension
90 of a license, of the cause therefor in sufficient particularity, and of
91 the date of hearing thereon, shall be sent by registered or certified
92 mail to the licensee at his last known address at least fifteen days
93 before the date of such hearing. The builder or carpenter against
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whom a charge is filed shall have a right to appear before the
board in person or by counsel, or obth, may produce witnesses
and evidence in his behalf, and may question witnesses. No
license shall be revoked or suspended without such hearing, but
the nonappearance of the licensee, after notice, shall not prevent
such hearing. All matters upon which the decision is based shall
be introduced in evidence at the proceeding. The licensee shall be
notified in writing ol the board’s decision. The board may make
such rules and regulations as it deems proper for the filing of
charges and the conduct of hearings.
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104 After issuing an order or revocation or suspension the board

may also file a petition in equity in the superior court in a county
in which the respondent resides or transacts business, or in
Suffolk county, to ensure appropriate injunctive relief to expedite
and secure the enforcement of its order, pending the final
determination.
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Section 139. After three years from the date of revocation, an
application for reinstatement may be made to the board, which
may, upon the affirmative vote of at least three of its members,
grant such reinstatement.
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SECTION 3. Of the initial five members of the board of
registration of builders and carpenters established by section
eighty of chapter thirteen ofthe General Laws, inserted by section
one of this act, one shall be appointed for a term of one year, one
for a term of two years, one for a term of three years, one for a
term of four years and one for a term of five years. He shall also
designate one of said members to act as chairman for the purpose
of calling a meeting and organizing said board. Such members
shall be deemed to be and shall become licensed builders and
carpenters immediately upon their appointment and qualification
as members of said board.
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SECTION 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections one
hundred and thirty-one and one hundred and thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, if
application is made on or before December thirty-first, nineteen
hundred and seventy-five, to the board of registration of builders
and carpenters, an applicant who has had three years full-time
experience either as an owner or as an employee of a building and
carpentry business shall be licensed without examination.
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