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22 December 1975
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The General Court adopted the following measure in the form
of Chapter 9, Resolves of 1975.

Resolved, That the Department of Natural Resources is hereby
authorized and directed to make an investigation and study relative
to the feasibility of establishing a state park in honor of Horace
Mann within the Town of Franklin. Such study shall include the (

feasibility of establishing such park on land now owned by the
Commonwealth but shall not be limited to consideration of such
land as a site for said park. Said department shall report to the
general court the results of its investigation and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legistlation neces-
sary to cany its recommendations into effect, by filing the same
with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the last
Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and seventy-five.

In accordance with the authorization given in the above Resolve,
the Department of Environmental Management (successor to the
Department of Natural Resources) submits the following study
report. jfl|

Respectfully submitted,

DR. BETTE WOODY
Commissioner

t

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
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Study Relative to the Feasibility of Establishing a State Park
in Honor of Horace Mann in the Town of Franklin.

A. Purpose of Study
This study is intended to determine the feasibility of establish-

ing a state park in honor of Horace Mann in the Town of Franklin.

B. Study Methods
Reviews were made of local recreation needs, the use of Frank-

and the members interviewed.
An inventory was made of any sites, materials, or monuments

erected or preserved in honor of Horace Mann.
A short biograph of Horace Mann was compiled.

The use of Franklin State Forest by the public is very low.
There does not appear to be a need to purchase additional land for
public use. There does exist, however, a need to publicize the ex-
istence of this 900-acre state forest, the access routes to the forest,
and the types of activities that can be enjoyed there. Local recrea-
tion needs would be better met if such publicizing occurred and if
further development took place to handle more varied activities.

There exists within the Town of Franklin a granite marker
and plaque at the site of Horace Mann’s birthplace on Route 140
about two miles east of the state forest. There also exists a docu-
ment exhibit in the town historical museum in the Old South
Church on Washington Street about y2 mile south of the state
forest.

There is nothing else within Franklin commemorating his
life. A great deal of material exists at Antioch College in Ohio
where he was president. A public tract of land named after Horace
Mann would significantly add to his commemoration and acknowl-
edge that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is aware of the
contribution made by this pioneer of education.
D. Recommendations

Rename the Franklin State Forest as the Horace Mann Me-
morial State Forest. After certain recreational development has

lin State Forest, and the need for additional park land.
The Franklin Historical Commission meeting was consulted

C. Study Results
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occurred a public rededication of the area with the major purpose
publicizing its existence, access routes, and how it can be enjoyed.

Recommended development includes:

1. Trail Construction.
a. motorcycle trails
b. snowmobile trails
c. hiking and nature trails
d. horseback riding trails

2. Trail Head Construction Construct parking for approx-
imately twenty-five cars at the old Civilian Conservation Corps
camp area near Beaver and Grove Streets. This trail head should
also contain public sanitation and trash disposal facilities.

3. Interpretive sign placement at entrance relating the sig-
nificance of Horace Mann.

4. “State Forest Boundary” signs as any existing trails or
roads leave the forest.

5. “Horace Mann State Forest” directional signs from major
access routes.

Due to the ample size of Franklin State Forest serving the
Franklin area, and considering that no building or parcel of land
in or around Franklin is named after Horace Mann, it is recom-
mended that after certain recreational development projects are
completed that the Franklin State Forest be renamed the Horace
Mann Memorial State Forest with an official opening and rededica-
tion ceremony.

E. Summary
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Horace Mann was born on May 4, 1796 in Franklin, Massachu-
setts. Franklin was named for Benjamin Franklin who, as a
gesture of appreciation for the honor presented the community
with a collection of 116 books, founding the oldest public library
in America. This was the source of Mann’s early education.

Mann grew up in hardship, self-denial, and poverty on the farm
which his great-grandfather had carved out of the wilderness. The
small Town of Franklin was poor and had little money for school-
houses or teachers, but Mann was an eager reader and he managed
to educate himself in the Franklin town library.

Up until the age of 15 he had never been able to attend school
for more than 8 or 10 weeks in one year. He remained at home
working for his family until the age of 20. He was then taught the
rudiments of Latin, Greek, and English Grammar by an itinerant
alcoholic schoolmaster. He also walked 4 miles to Wrentham to
study Geometry.

He entered Brown University in 1816 and graduated with high
honors in 1819. He then studied law and was admitted to the Mas-
sachusetts Bar in 1823.

He moved to Dedham and served in the State House of Repre-
sentatives from 1827-33. From 1834-37 he served with the State
Senate. As President of the Senate he signed the bill creating a
State Board of Education and then became its first secretary. “Let
the next generation be my client” Mann wrote when he was ad-
vised against giving up his law practice.

In 1848 he resigned to take a U.S. Congressional seat. In 1853 he
became the President of Antioch College in Ohio.

While Mann was Secretary of the State Board of Education he
sponsored the compulsory education law which struck a blow at
child labor. He established public high schools (in the face of
strong opposition from private schools); built normal (teachers’)
schools; and brought about acceptance of women as teachers.
Mann’s central propositions were that universal popular education
is essential to democracy; a republic cannot remain both ignorant

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF HORACE MANN
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and free; and the necessity of education without regard to religious,
cultural and social background, and free from religious influence.
His view of life was “Be ashamed to die until you have won some
victory for humanity.”


