
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 23, 1976.

The committee on Human Services and Elderly Affairs, to whom
were referred the petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 439) of
Jack Backman, Steve Worth and another for legislation to restore
medical care for the indigent; and the petition of David J. Mofenson,
John A. Businger, Doris Bunte, Philip W. Johnston, Barney Frank
and Gregory William Sullivan relative to further regulating financial
and medical assistance to eligible persons, report recommending that
the accompanying bill (House, No. 4567) ought to pass.

For the committee,

DAVID J. MOFENSON.

*

No. 4567fHOUSE
®fjc Commontoealtf) of itlatfSacfjufietts:



[MarchHOUSE - No. 45672

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

An Act restoring medical care for the indigent.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
defeat its purpose, which is to provide medical care for the
indigent, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
venience.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

SECTION 1. Access to medical care is a basic right and
necessity. It is as essential in a time of economic crisis as at any
other time. There can, in fact, be no satisfactory solution to the
economic problems of a civilized society if such a basic condition
is not met. It is, therefore, the purpose of this act to reinstate and
protect the fundamental right to medical care for the indigent.
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SECTION 2. Section one of chapter 117 of the General Laws,
as most recently amended by section one of chapter 758 of the
acts of 1975, is hereby further amended by striking out the second
and third sentences of the first paragraph and inserting in place
thereof the following sentence; Such assistance shall be
granted from the date of application therefor and shall not, in any
form or manner, include the purchase of furniture and shall
include medical assistance as so certified by the applicant’s
attending physician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist, or
chiropractor.
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SECTION 3. Section 4of chapter 117 of the General Laws,
as inserted by section 2 of chapter 618 of the acts of 1975, is
hereby amended by striking out in the second sentence the word
“assistance” the second time it appears and inserting in place
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thereof the following words; any assistance except medical
assistance; by striking out in the third sentence the following
words: or unemployment compensation under chapter one
hundred and thirty-one A; by striking out in the fourth sentence
the word “assistance” and inserting in place thereof the following
words: any assistance except medical assistance; by inserting at
the beginning of the sixth sentence the following words: A
person who is eligible to receive unemployment compensation
under chapter one hundred and fifty-one A or; and by striking
out in said sentence the words “assistance” and inserting in place
thereof the following words: any assistance except medical
assistance.
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SECTION 4. Chapter 117 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 19 the following section:
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Section 20. If hospital care is furnished to a person, except a
person who is not a resident who entered the commonwealth for
the express purpose of receiving such hospital care who is not
eligible for assistance under chapter one hundred and eighteen E
but is determined to be without sufficient income or resources in
accordance with standards established by the department, the
commonwealth shall be liable for the expenses of such necessary
care after an application for assistance to the department of a
form prescribed by said department, and a determination that the
person receiving such care is eligible for such assistance. The
commonwealth shall not be liable for any sum in excess of the
amount established by the rate setting commission for such care.
The commonwealth shall be liable in accordance with this section
for hospital care furnished to such person during a period not
exceeding the thirty days prior to such application.
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The department will accept an application on behalf of the
applicant from the institution furnishing such care, and will act
thereon only when the applicant is disabled and there is no
available relative to apply in his behalf. Such institutions shall be
entitled to notice, hearing and appeal in the same manner as an
applicant. Nothing herein contained, however, shall be construed
to grant to such institution any rights which supersede the rights
of an applicant.
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SECTION 5. Chapter 118 E of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 6, as most recently amended by
chapter 751 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the
following section;
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Section 6. The department shall provide financial assistance for
the following care and services:
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(1) inpatient hospital services, other than services in an
institution for tuberculosis or mental diseases;
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(2) outpatient hospital services; A
(3) other laboratory and x-ray services;
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(4) skilled nursing home services for individuals twenty-one
years of age or over, other than services in an institution for
tuberculosis or mental diseases; and periodic screening and
diagnosis of individuals who are eligible under the plan and are
under the age of twenty-one to ascertain their physical or mental
defects, and such health care, treatment and other measures to
correct or ameliorate defects and chronic conditions discovered
thereby, as may by provided in regulations of the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare;
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(5) physicians’ services;20
(6) medical care or any other type of remedial care recognized

under the laws of the commonwealth furnished by licensed
practitioners within the scope of their practice as defined by the
laws of the commonwealth;
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(7) home health care services;25
(8) private duty nursing services;26
(9) clinical services;27
(10) dental services;28

29 (11) physical therapy and related services;
30 (12) prescribed drugs, dentures and prosthetic devices, and

eyeglasses prescribed by a physician skilled in the diseases of the
eye or by an optometrist, whichever the individual may select;

(13) other diagnostic, screening, preventive and rehabilitative
services; *
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35 (14) inpatient hospital services and skilled nursing home

services for individuals sixty-five years of age or over in an
institution for tuberculosis or mental diseases;
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38 (15) any other care recognized under the laws of the

commonwealth, including ambulance services, oxygen, podiatry
and whole blood;
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41 (16) transportation to obtain medicaEcare;
42 (17) nursing home services and intermediate care facility
43 services as permitted under the Social Security Act for individuals
44 whose handicapping condition requires such services other than
45 services in an institution for tuberculosis or mental diseases but
46 including nursing and intermediate care facility services provided
47 in a public or private facility or distinct part thereof for the care
48 of the mentally retarded or persons with related conditions.
49 The amount, duration and scope of the aforesaid care and
50 services shall be determined by the rules and regulations of the
51 department, provided said rules and regulations are consistent
52 with the provisions of this chapter and with said Title XIX, and
53 any regulations adopted thereunder by the secretary.

1 SECTION 6. Chapter 684 of the acts of 1975 is hereby
2 amended in section two by striking out in item 4402-5000 the
3 following words; provided, further, that optional services
4 allowed under this item may be phased out at the discretion of the
5 commissioner of public welfare consistent with the funding level
6 of this item; and further provided, that the medical needy
7 program so-called in this item shall cease effective January thirty-
-8 first, nineteen hundred and seventy-six unless a certification is
9 made by the commissioner of administration that sufficient funds

10 are available from either state or federal sources to warrant the
11 continuation of the program and that this item is increased by
12 appropriation to properly fund said continuation.

1 SECTION 7. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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