
No. 4903HOUSE
Substituted by the House (in part), on motion of Mr. Woods of

Franklin, for a report of the committee on Local Affairs, ought not to
pass (under Joint Rule 10), on the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 4463) of Andrew S. Natsios that provision be made for
recall elections in the town of Hopkinton. May 13.

*

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES May 13, 1976.

Whereas, There is pending before the General Court a bill printed
as House, No. 4463, entitled “An Act providing for recall elections in
the town of Hopkinton”, a copy of which is submitted herewith; and

Whereas, Said petition was filed by the town of Hopkinton under
Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution accom-
panied by a certification of the town clerk as follows:

This is to certify that the following is a true excerpt taken from the
record of the Special Town Meeting held in Hopkinton on November
24, 1975.

ARTICLE 1. MOTION: That the Town of Hopkinton vote to
have the Board of Selectmen petition the General Court
requesting the enactment of the following special act.

YES 109 No 114

On December 15, 1975 the above question was submitted to the
voters of the Town of Hopkinton on referendum ballot under
Chapter 660 Acts of 1954.

The results of the balloting is as follows
BLANKS 3YES 632 NO 576

%

Mary B. Nealon
Town Clerk;and

Whereas, At the public hearing before the Committee on Local
Affairs the following certification from said town clerk was
produced:
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This is to certify that the following motion was made at the
Special Town Meeting held in Hopkinton on November 24, 1975.

ARTICLE 1. Moved that the Town of Hopkinton vote to have
the Hoard of Selectmen petition the General Court requesting the
enactment of the following Special Act;

YES 105 NO 114

Mary B. Nealon
Town Clerk: and

Whereas, Upon petition of ten percent of the voters of said
town the question involved in said Article I was submitted to the
voters of the town by special ballot pursuant to Chapter 660 of
the Acts of 1954, entitled “An Act providing that certain town
meeting votes shall be subject to a referendum in the town of
Hopkinton”; and

Whereas, A majority of the voters voting on said question
voted to petition the General Court requesting the enactment of
“the following special act”. The text of said “special act” is the
same in all respects as House, No. 4463; and

Whereas, Opponents of the proposed legislation have question-
ed the validity of the vote taken by such special ballot contending
that said Chapter 660 of the Acts of 1954 does not permit the
selectmen of said town to present to the registered voters a
question defeated at a town meeting; and

Whereas, A civil action has been filed in Middlesex Superior
Court, No. 75-6607 asking that said vote be declared invalid; and

Whereas, Grave doubt exists as to the constitutionality of said
bill, if enacted into law; therefore be it

Ordered, That the opinions of the Honorable the Justices of the
Supreme Judicial Court be required by the House of Represen-
tatives upon the following important question of law: — Ot

Is the petition accompanying House, No. 4463, a petition
properly filed by the voters of the town of Hopkinton within the
meaning of Section 8 of Article LXXXIX of the Amendments to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth, notwithstanding the
method by which it was obtained?

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.


