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By Mr. Backman, a petitioner (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 354) of
Jack H. Backman for legislation to provide for payment of costs of the
Consumers’ Council. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act providing for payment of costs of the consumers'
COUNCIL.

1 Section 1. Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 118 the following two sec-
-3 tions:
4 Section 11C. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law,
5 the consumers’ council shall have the right to intervene in any
6 administrative hearing of judicial proceeding in which the
7 public or the commonwealth has an interest.
8 Sectkm 11D. When the consumers’ council is authorized
9 or required by statute to intervene in administrative or ju-

-10 dicial proceedings or otherwise take action on behalf of any
11 group of consumers in the commonwealth in connection with
12 any matter involving an electric, gas, telephone or telegraph
13 company under the jurisdiction of the department of public
14 utilities, or any insurance company under the jurisdiction of
15 the division of insurance within the department of banking

.16 and insurance, such company shall pay all costs of such in-
*l7 tervention or other action, including remuneration of persons

18 not salaried by the Commonwealth, up to the amount spent
19 or to be spent by the person or organization in the particular
20 proceeding involved, as determined by the agency or court in
21 which the proceeding takes place, such amount to be used ex-
-22 clusively for the payment of actual costs of the consumers’
23 council.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. Section 115 of chapter 6of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding the following sentence:
3 When the consumers’ council is authorized or required by
4 statute to intervene in administrative or judicial proceedings
5 or otherwise take action on behalf of any group of consumers
6 in the commonwealth in connection with any matter involv-
-7 ing an electric, gas, telephone or telegraph company under the
8 jurisdiction of the department of public utilities, or any in-
-9 surance company under the jurisdiction of the division of in-

-10 surance within the department of banking and insurance,
11 such company shall pay all costs of such intervention or other
12 action, including remuneration of persons not salaried by the
13 commonwealth, up to the amount spent or to be spent by the
14 person or organization in the particular proceeding involved,
15 as determined by the agency or court in which the proceeding
16 takes place, such amount to be used exclusively for the pay-
-17 ment of actual costs of the consumers’ council, provided, how-
-18 ever, that no such assessment, nor any such assessment pur-
-19 suant to the provisions of section one hundred and eleven D
20 chapter twelve, shall exceed the amount actually expended by
21 each such industry or company in the preparation and pres-
-22 entation of its case and any proceeding relative thereto.
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