
HOUSE 182
Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of

Public Works (House, No. 179). Public Safety.

Commontoealtf) of iflastfarijusfettsi

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.
i

An Act further regulating the operation of motor vehicles at
STOP AND YIELD SIGNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 89 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 9, as most recently amended by chapter 479 of the acts
3 of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 The department of public works with reference to any state or
5 other highway or part thereof may designate such as a through way
6 and may designate intersections or other roadway junctions at
7 which vehicular traffic on one or more roadways should stop or
8 yield and stop before entering the intersection or junction, and the
9 department may, after notice, revoke any such designation. The
10 department of public works on any state or other highway or part
11 thereof so designated as a through way or at such designated
12 intersections or junctions shall erect and maintain stop signs, yield
13 signs and other traffic control devices.
14 The local authorities of a city or town authorized to enact
15 ordinances or laws, or make rules, orders or regulations under the
16 provisions of section twenty-two of chapter forty of the General

*l7 Laws may, after approval by the state department of public works
' 18 as provided in section two of chapter eighty-five of the General

19 Laws, designate any way or part thereof under the control of such
20 city or town as a through way and may designate intersections or
21 other roadway junctions at which vehicular traffic on one or more
22 roadways should stop or yield and stop before entering the
23 intersection or junction, and may, after notice and like approval,
24 revoke any such designation. Such local authorities of a city or
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25 town having control of any way or part thereof so designated as a

26 through way or at such designated intersections or junctions shal

27 erect and maintain stop signs, yield signs and other traffic control

28 devices. „. , .

29 Except when directed to proceed by a police officer, every driver
30 of a vehicle approaching a stop sign or a flashing red signa

31 indication shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none,

32 before entering the crosswalk on the near side ol the intersection,

33 or if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where

34 the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting

35 roadway before entering it. After having stopped, the driver shall

36 yield the right of way to any vehicle in the intersection oi

37 approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an

38 immediate hazard during the time when such driver is moving

39 across or within the intersection or junction ot roadways.
40 The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall in

41 obedience to such sign slow down to a speed reasonable for, the

42 existing conditions and, ifrequired for safety to stop, shall stop at a

43 clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk

44 on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point

45 nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view ot

46 approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it.

47 After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the right ot way to

48 any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway

49 so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time

50 such driver is moving across or within the intersection or junction

51 of roadways; provided, however, that if such a driver is involved in

52 a collision with a vehicle in the intersection or junction o

53 roadways, after driving past a yield sign without stopping, sue a

54 collision shall be deemed prima facie evidence ot his failure to yie

55 the right of way. . ,

56 Any person violating the provisions ol this section sha

57 punished by a fine not to exceed twenty dollars for each ottense.


