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By Mr. Coury of New Bedford, petition of the Mass. Society of

Optometrists, lnc„ and Edward P. Coury for legislation to authorize
the use by optometrists of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents. Health
Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act authorizing the use by optometrists of diagnostic

PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 16 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 16. There shall be a board ofregistration in optometry,
5 in the three following sections called the board, consisting of five
6 members, citizens of the commonwealth, four of whom shall have
7 been actually engaged in the practice of optometry as defined in
8 section sixty-six of chapter one hundred and twelve for the five
9 years next preceding their appointment, and one of whom shall be
10 a representative of the public, subject to the provisions of section
11 nine B. One member shall annaully, in September, be appointed by
12 the governor, for five years. No member thereof shall be a
13 stockholder ofany school of optometry, a member of the faculty or
14 on the board of trustees thereof, or financially interested in a
15 manufacturing or wholesale optical business. No registered
16 optometrist shall be appointed to the board unless he shall have
17 been certified for use of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents under
18 the provisions of sections sixty-six A of chapter one hundred
19 twelve.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 13 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 18 the following section;
3 Section ISA. There shall be as part of the board of registry in
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4 optometry but not subject to its control an optometric drug
5 qualification committee, hereinafter referred to in this section and
6 sections sixty-six A, sixty-eight and sixty-eight Aof chapter one
7 hundred twelve, as the committee. The committee shall consist of
g seven members appointed by the governor and shall include two
9 licensed optometrists; two medical doctors specializing in eye care

10 having a teaching affiliation at a university; one pharmacologist
11 having a teaching appointment at an institution of higher
12 education other than a medical school; one member who shall bea
13 non-medical educator experienced in techniques of testing and
14 evaluation; and one member having no affiliation in the field of
15 health care, who shall serve as chairman. The terms of each
16 member shall be three years except that initially the appointments
17 of the two licensed optometrists shall expire on December thirty-

-1 g first, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine and nineteen hundred and
19 eighty respectively; the term of one medical doctor on December
20 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine; the term of the
21 academic pharmacologist on December thirty-first, nineteen
22 hundred and eighty; and the terms of the other members on
23 December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and eighty-one.
24 The committee shall adopt rules governing its administration
25 and procedures and shall submit to the board of registry in
26 optometry prior to October first in each year a budget of its
27 expenses for the next ensuing fiscal year. Members of the
28 committee shall serve without compensation but shall be
29 reimbursed for all reasonable expenses incurred in the perfor-
-30 mance of their duties.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 66, as appearing in section 2of
3 chapter 339 of the acts of 1934, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following two sections:
5 Section 66. The practice of optometry, as referred to in section
6 sixty-seven to seventy-three, inclusive, is hereby defined to be the
7 employment of any method or means, other than the use of drugs
8 except as authorized under the provisions of section sixty-sixA, for
9 the diagnosis of any optical defect, deficiency or deformity of the

10 human eye, or visual or muscular anomaly of the visual system, or
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11 the adaptation or prescribing of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises
12 for the correction, relief or aid of the visual functions.
13 Section 66A. Any registered optometrist qualifying by ex-
-14 amination for practice under the provisions of section sixty-eight
15 subsequent to January first, nineteen eighty-two or, duly certified
16 in accordance with the provisions of section sixty-eight A, may for
17 the purpose of conducting an examination of the visual functions
18 of the eye utilize the topical application to the eye of diagnostic
19 pharmaceutical agents.

120 For the purposes of this section and sections sixty-eight and
21 sixty-eight A the term “diagnostic pharmaceutical agents” shall
22 mean any mydriatic, cycloplegic, or non-narcotic topical
23 anesthetic certified from time to time, under regulations adopted in
24 accordance with the provisions of chapter thirty A, suitable for use
25 by qualified registered optometrists. Authority to so certify shall
26 be in the optometric drug qualification committee established
27 under the provisions of section eighteen A, of chapter thirteen,
28 until the date provided in section sixty-eight A for transfer of its
29 examination authority to the board and shall thereafter be in the
30 board.

1 SECTION 4. The first paragraph of section 68 of said chapter
2 112, as amended by section 22 of chapter 925 of the acts of 1973, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence; No person,
5 unless registered to practice optometry prior to January first,
6 nineteen hundred and eighty-two or as otherwise provided in this
7 section, shall practice optometry unless he shall have passed an
8 examination conducted by the committee in theoretic, practical
9 and physiological optics, in theoretic and practical optometry and

10 in the anatomy and physiology of the eye, and shall have
11 demonstrated his ability to properly use the ophthalmoscope, the
12 retinoscope, the perimeter and other scientific instruments and
13 methods used in the practice of optometry, and he shall have

■i4 passed the examination provided for in section sixty-eight A and
15 he shall have been registered and shall have received a certificate of
16 registration which shall have conspicuously printed on its face the
17 definition of optometry set forth in section sixty-six.



HOUSE No. 409 [January4

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 68 the following section:
3 Section 68A. The optometric drug qualification committee
4 shall annually prepare and administer an examination designed to
5 measure the qualifications necessary in order to utilize safely the
6 topical application to the eye of the diagnostic pharmaceutical
7 agents provided for in section sixty-six A. Said examination shall
8 be held in conjunction with the examination provided for in
9 section sixty-eight.

10 Such examination shall be open upon application to op-
-11 tometrists registered under this chapter and to all persons who
12 meet the qualifications for examination under section sixty-eight,
13 provided, however, that the committee mayreject the application
14 of any applicant who fails to present satisfactory evidence of
15 completion of a course or courses in pharmacology given by an
16 accredited medical school, college of pharmacy or college of
17 optometry, totaling seventy-two hours in length, of which at least
18 twenty-five hours shall have been devoted to general phar-
-19 macology, twenty hours to ocular pharmacology and twenty hours
20 to ocular pharmacology applied to relevant clinical procedures.
21 Prior to April first, nineteen seventy-nine, the committee shall
22 prepare and make available to all registered optometrists and to all
23 accredited colleges of optometry a list of courses recommended for
24 preparation for its examination and may from time to time amend
25 said list.
26 The committee shall, with the approval of the secretary of
27 administration, establish an examination fee not exceeding
28 twenty-five dollars, payment of which shall be made upon the filing
29 of an application, subject to refund if the application is rejected.
30 The committee shall transmit the names of all successful
31 applicants to the board which shall thereupon issue to each of them
32 a certificate of his qualification for the practice of optometry in
33 accordance with the provisions of section sixty-six A.
34 The powers and duties delegated hereunder to the committee
35 shall pass from the committee to the board on the later of the two
36 following dates: January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-two or
37 the first date upon which a majority of the board becomes qualified
38 to use diagnostic pharmaceutical agents in accordance with the
39 provisions of section sixty-six A.
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40 Upon the transfer of the powers and duties of the committee to
41 the board, the committee may, from time to time, prepare and
42 submit to the board a report of its recommendations as to the use
43 of diagnostic pharmaceutical agents by optometrists and the
44 administration of the examination program.

1 SECTION 6. Section one of this act shall take effect on
2 January first, nineteen hundred and eighty-two and sections two,
3 three, four, and five of this act shall take effect on January first,
4 nineteen hundred and seventy-nine.
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