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By Mr. Filosa of Wrentham, petition of Philip Frank Filosa that
provision be made for the reduction of air pollution by establishing a
system ofautomobile pollution and safety inspection. Public Safety.

TKlje Commontocaltfj of fHaiSSacfjugetW

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act to reduce air pollution by establishing a system of
AUTOMOBILE POLLUTION AND SAFETY INSPECTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 90 section lis hereby amended by
2 adding the following definitions:
3 Commissioner Commissioner of the Department of
4 Environmental Quality Engineering.
5 Independent Contractor Any person, business firm
6 partnership or corporation with whom the registrar and
7 Commissioner may enter into a Safety and Emissions Inspection
8 Agreement.
9 Safety and Emissions Inspection Agreement A contract

10 established by the registrar in cooperation with the commissioner
11 to provide for the establishment, maintenance and operation of
12 inspection stations.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 7A, as most recently amended by
3 Chapter 233 of the Acts of 1975 and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 The registrar shall include in the rules and regulations prepared
6 by him under section thirty-pne of this Chapter, subject to the
7 restrictions contained in section 7R of this Chapter, rules and
8 regulations providing for an evenly staggered annual safety and
9 emission inspection of all motor vehicles with the following

10 exceptions:
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A. Motor Vehicles not capable of a speed greater than 25
MPH under any condition of operation or loading on a level
surface.

II
12
13

B. Motor Vehicles with a manufactures gross vehicle weight
rating or registered weight of 10,000 pounds or over, motor-
cyclkes and vehicles over 15 model years old are exempt from the
emissions inspection.

14
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C. Trailers and semi-trailers and any special mobile equipment
which is not required to be registered are exempt from the safety
and emissions inspection.

18
19

20
The purpose of the safety and emission inspection shall be to

assure that those motor vehilces are provided with the following
equipment maintained in good order to wit: a vehicle identifica-
tion number, brakes, stop lamps, lights, horn, exhaust system,
steering and suspension systems, glazing, windshield cleaner,
number plates, tires, fenders, bumpers, external sheet metal,
reflectors, splash guards, chock blocks and air pollution emission
control systems or devices. The standards and methods for
emission testing of motor vehicles shall be established by the
Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Quality
Engineering under the provisions of Chapter 111. The registrar
may promulgate rules and regulations for the purpose of insuring
all motor vehicles subject to the safety and/or emissions
inspection continue to meet the safety and emissions inspection
standards between required inspections.
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The registrar may establish rules and regulations regarding an
on-line rapid computer validation check, during the inspection, of
the motor vehicle’s vehicle identification number, license plate
number, address, excise tax delinquency, or any other item the
Registrar may deem necessary. Motor vehicles meeting the
standards set forth by the registrar and the Commissioner for the
above equipment shall be issued a serially numbered sticker, as
may be prescribed by the registrar, indicating the motor vehicle
has passed the inspection procedure. Motor vehicles failing to \

meet the standards set forth by the registrar and the com-'*'
missioner for the above equipment shall be issued a serially
numbered sticker, as may be prescribed by the registrar,
indicating the motor vehicle has failed the inspection procedure.
The application of any inspection sticker so called by any person

36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49



HOUSE - No. 14261978] 3

other than an authorized employee of the independent contractor
is hereby prohibited. The removal of an inspection sticker so-
called by any person not duly authorized to do so by the registrar
is hereby prohibited. Any person whose motor vehicle failed to
meet the minimum standards and was issued an inspection sticker
so indicating shall have their motor vehicle repaired and have the
right within fourteen consecutive calendar days, but not
thereafter, to return such motor vehicle for one reinspection
without charge.
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V 7P 58
The Department of Environmental Quality Engineering shall

have the authority to waive the emission inspection requirements
for any motor vehicle which fails reinspection and which has
received a low-emission tune-up performed to manufacturer’s
specifications, and which is in need of further maintenance and
repairs which the motor vehicle owner, by presenting a bona-fide
bill or estimate of repairs, shows will cost more than one hundred
dollars to bring the vehicle into compliance with the established
emission standards. Waivers may not be granted to motor
vehicles which fail the emissions inspection on the basis of
excessive smoke emissions, nor to motor vehicles which fail to
comply with Section 70 of this Chapter.
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The registrat shall fix the safety and emissions inspection fee
based on the competitive bid price attained as required in section
7R of this chapter but in no case may the fee exceed five dollars
for the safety inspection for vehicles with a manufactures gross
vehicle weight rating or registered weight under 18,000 pounds or
ten dollars for vehicles with a manufactures gross vehicle weight
rating or registered weight of 18,000 pounds or over and five
dollars for the emissions inspection and in no case shall the fee for
the initial inspection be less than the maximum fee for the
combined inspection. The fees charged for the official safety and
emissions inspections shall be uniform throughout the Com-
monwealth and shall be collected at the point of inspection.
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SECTION 3. Section 7N of Chapter 90 as most recently
amended by Chapter 687 of the acts of 1971 is hereby amended
by substituting “safety and emission inspection” for “inspection
sticker test” in the second sentence, fifth sentence and eighth
sentence in the first paragraph and the fifth sentence in the second
paragraph.
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SECTION 4. Chapter 90 section 20 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by adding the following sentences after the first
paragraph.

1
2
3

Any person who fails to have his motor vehicle inspected as
provided in section 7A of this chapter shall be punished by a fine
of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred
dollars and suspension of the registration of such motor vehicle
until such time as the motor vehicle passes the safety and emission
inspection. Any person who operates a motor vehicle without
equipment as required in section 7A of this chapter or with
equipment as required in section 7A of this chapter not capable of
meeting the inspection standards established under said section
shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor
more than one hundred dollars. Any person who operates a
motor vehicle or trailer not required to be inspected that would
not meet the inspection standards as specified by the registrar
shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more
than one hundred dollars.
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SECTION 5. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 7Q the following section:

1
2

Section 7R a. The Registrar and Commissioner are authorized
to enter into a Safety and Emissions Inspection Agreement with
one or more Independent Contractors subject to public bidding,
to provide for the construction, equipment, establishment,
maintenance and operation of Official Safety and Emissions
Inspection Stations in such numbers and locations as may be
required to provide motor vehicle owners reasonably convenient
access to facilities for the purpose of obtaining required
inspections.
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b. The Registrar and Commissioner are prohibited from
entering into a Safety and Emissions Inspection Agreement with
any Independent Contractor who:

12
13
14

(i) is engaged in the business of selling, maintaining or
repairing vehicles in the Commonwealth except that the
Independent Contractor shall not be precluded from maintaining
or repairing any vehicle owned or operated by the Independent
Contractor.
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(ii) does not have the capability, resources, technical and20
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management skill to adequately construct, equip, operate and
maintain a sufficient number of Official Safety and Emissions
Inspection Stations to meet the demand for safety and emissions
inspection of every Vehicle which is required to be submitted for
inspection pursuant to this Act.

21
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c. All persons employed by the Independent Contractor in the
performance of a Safety and Emissions Inspection Agreement are
deemed to be employees of the Independent Contractor and not
of the Commonwealth.
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d. The Safety and Emissions Inspection Agreement authorized
by this Section shall contain, in addition to any other provisions,
provisions relating to the following:
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(i) A contract term of duration of five (5) years with equitable
compensation to the Independent Contractor if the provisions of
this Act are repealed or if the provisions of this Act are amended
resulting in an adverse effect on the Independent Contractor’s
cost of performance.
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(ii) That nothing in the Safety and Emissions Inspection
Agreement shall require the Commonwealth to purchase any
asset or assume any liability if such Agreement is not renewed.
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(iii) The minimum requirements for adequate staff, equipment,
management and hours of operation of Official Safety and
Emissions Inspection Stations.
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(iv) The submission of such reports and documentation
concerning the operation of Official Safety and Emissions
Inspection Stations as the Registrar or Commissioner may
require.
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(v) Surveillance by the Registry of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of Environmental Quality Engineering to ensure
compliance with vehicular standards, procedures, rules,
regulations, and laws.
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(vi) Any other provision deemed necessary by the Registrar or
Commissioner for the administration or enforcement of the
Safety and Emission Inspection Agreement.
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55 Section 7S a. There is established in the General Treasury of

the Commonwealth a separate Motor Vehicle Emissions
Inspection Fund which shall consist of money received from any
grants or donations when so designated by the grantor or donor.
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b. No monies from the Motor Vehicle Emissions Inspection
Fund shall revert to the General Fund or to any other fund.
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61 c. Any monies paid into the Motor Vehicle Emissions
62 Inspection Fund are hereby continually appropriated to the
63 Registry of Motor Vehicles and Department of Environmental
64 Quality Engineering to be used to carry out the provisions ofthis
65 Act.
66 d. The Registrar or the Commissioner may acquire in the
67 name of the Commonwealth by purchase, donation, dedication
68 or other lawful means any special equipment, tools, materials or
69 facilities needed to adequately administer, investigate or enforce
70 the provisions of this article.
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