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By Mr. Long of Westport, petition of John J. Long and Robert
Correia relative to the recount of ballots. Election Laws.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act relative to the recount of ballots.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled , and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 135 of Chapter 54 is hereby amended by striking out the
2 first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following:
3 Section 135. A petition for a recount may be filed with the city
4 or town clerk on or before five o’clock in the afternoon on the sixth
5 day following a primary or preliminary election, or on or before
6 live o’clock in the afternoon on the tenth day following an election,
7 in a ward of a city or in a town, if ten or more voters of such ward or
8 town, except a town having more than twenty-five hundred voters
9 and voting by precincts and except Boston, and in such a town

10 voting by precincts ten or more voters of each precinct in which a
11 recount is petitioned for an in Boston fifty or more voters of a
12 ward, shall sign in person as registered, adding thereto their
13 respective residences on the preceding January the first, of their
14 residence when registered if subsequent thereto, and the
15 place where such person is then living, with street and number, if
16 any; providing that the petitioner has received as least 5% of the
17 total vote in the primary or election for which a recount has been
18 requested. The board of registrars of voters of any city or town
19 shall forthwith, upon setting the date ofany recount for an office or

20 question which appeared upon the official ballot an any state
21 primary or state election, notify the state secretary in writing of the
22 office to be recounted, the time and place of the recount and the
23 number of observers to which each candidate is entitled.
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