
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Minutes of the Special Meeting  

of the Massachusetts Board of Education 
 

September 14, 2005 
10:20 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

 
Massachusetts Department of Education 
350 Main Street, Malden, Massachusetts  

 
 

Members of the Board of Education Present: 
 
James A. Peyser, Chairman, Milton 
J. Richard Crowley, Vice-Chairman, Andover 
Harneen Chernow, Jamaica Plain 
Judith Gill, Chancellor, Board of Higher Education, by Patricia Plummer, designee 
Ann Reale, Commissioner of Early Education and Care, by Constantina 
Papanikolaou, designee 
Henry M. Thomas, III, Springfield 
Jonathan Urbach, Chair, Student Advisory Council, Falmouth 
 
David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education, Secretary to the Board 
 

Members of the Board of Education Absent: 
 

Roberta Schaefer, Worcester 
Abigail Thernstrom, Lexington 
 
 

Chairman James A. Peyser called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m. 
 

 
 

 



Final Decision on Roxbury Charter High School 
 
Chairman Peyser opened the meeting by reviewing the purpose of the special meeting.  In 
December 2004, the Board voted conditionally to revoke the charter granted to Roxbury 
Charter High School, subject to the School’s right to request an adjudicatory hearing. The 
School did request a hearing and the Board appointed Attorney John Bowman as its hearing 
officer for this matter. The hearing officer presided over an adjudicatory hearing that was 
held over the course of seven days, between June 13th and June 30, 2005. The Hearing 
Officer’s Initial Decision was issued on August 8, 2005. It presents findings of fact relating 
to the School’s student enrollment, financial condition, programs and governance, and 
concludes as follows: 
 

After full consideration of the evidence that the parties introduced in the record at the 
administrative hearing, I find and conclude that the Board of Education has cause to 
revoke the charter under G.L. c. 71, sec. 89 (kk), and 603 CMR 1.13(1)(b), (c), (e), and 
(g). 
 

The Board heard oral argument by Raipher Pellegrino, counsel to the School.  Board of 
Trustees members Cornelius Chapman and Bill Owens, Dinorah Hernandez of 
Representative Owen-Hicks’ office, and Head of School Carlos Brossard, also presented to 
the Board.  The Board then heard oral argument by Thomas Mullen, counsel to the 
Department. 
 
After asking questions of both panels and discussing the issues, the Board discussed a motion 
to revoke the charter granted to the Roxbury Charter High School.  According to the motion, 
the last day of instruction for students will be Friday, September 16, 2005.  In response to 
concerns raised by Board members, Commissioner Driscoll said the Department’s Charter 
School Office will work closely with Roxbury Charter High School and the Boston Public 
Schools to ensure that students are placed in other schools as soon as possible.   
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
VOTED: that the Board of Education,  
 

having provided the Roxbury Charter High School with a full and fair 
administrative hearing in accordance with General Laws chapter 30A, 
section 13, and 801 CMR 1.00 on the question whether the School’s 
charter shall be revoked; and 

 
having carefully considered the Hearing Officer’s Initial Decision, the 
School’s Objections to the Hearing Officer’s Initial Decision, and the 
Department’s Response to the School’s Objections; 
 
hereby affirm and adopt the Hearing Officer’s Initial Decision, including 
the findings of fact and conclusions of law therein; and  
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in accordance with General Laws chapter 71, section 89, and 603 CMR 
1.00, hereby revoke the public school charter granted to the Roxbury 
Charter High School, provided that the last day of instruction for 
students in the school shall be Friday, September 16, 2005; and  
 
provided further, that the charter shall remain in effect so long as 
necessary and solely for the purpose of ensuring an orderly closing of the 
school and completion of all required closing procedures and activities.  
The Commissioner shall oversee the disposition of all public assets of the 
charter school in accordance with 603 CMR 1.13 and shall report back to 
the Board when said activities are completed.  The date of completion of 
all required closing activities shall be the date of termination of the 
charter.  
  
The Chairman shall communicate this decision to the Roxbury Charter 
High School as the final decision of the Board.  In accordance with 
General Laws chapter 30A, section 14, any party aggrieved by this 
decision may file a complaint in Superior Court for judicial review, 
within 30 days of receipt of the decision. 
 

The vote was unanimous.  Commissioner Driscoll will report back to the Board on the 
transition at the regular meeting on September 27, 2005. 
 
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
 
VOTED: that the meeting adjourn at 12:30 p.m., subject to the call of the 

Chairman. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

David P. Driscoll 
Commissioner of Education 

and Secretary of the Board 
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