
Minutes of the Special Meeting 

of the Massachusetts Board of Education 


May 22, 2005 

5:15 p.m. - 7:40p.m. 

The Coonamessett Inn

311 Gifford Street, Falmouth, Massachusetts  


Members of the Board of Education Present: 

James A. Peyser, Chairman, Milton 
Ann Reale, Vice-Chair, Commissioner of Early Education and Care 
Christopher Anderson, Westford 
Harneen Chernow, Jamaica Plain 
Judith Gill, Chancellor, Board of Higher Education, by Patricia Plummer, designee 
Roberta Schaefer, Worcester 
Henry M. Thomas, III, Springfield 
Jonathan Urbach, Chair, Student Advisory Council, Falmouth 

David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education, Secretary to the Board 

Member of the Board of Education Absent: 

Abigail Thernstrom, Lexington 

Vice-Chairperson Ann Reale called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

1. School and District Accountability: Proposed Changes to the Accountability System 
for Under-Performing Schools 

The Board had an in-depth discussion on the topic initially presented at the April Board 
meeting: proposed changes to the accountability system for under-performing schools. At 
this special meeting, Associate Commissioner Juliane Dow presented an overview of the 



school accountability system, lessons learned from implementing the system over the last six 
years, and intended effects of the proposed modifications. The proposal under consideration 
would: 

•	 Accelerate the timeline for initiating state action to support improved student 

performance in schools that are identified for improvement;  


•	 Specify various types of interventions to assist these "Commonwealth Priority 

Schools," including possible changes in management or governance if local 

leadership cannot address the educational needs of the students;  


•	 Articulate the essential components and conditions necessary for improved student 
performance and school success;  

•	 Create partnerships with qualified individuals and organizations to work with the 
Department and with schools and districts; and  

•	 Establish a state review panel of experts who will serve on behalf of the Board, 
providing review and advice. 

The PowerPoint presentation addressed 6 questions: 
1.	 Why have a school accountability system? 
2.	 What level of performance by schools do we expect? 
3.	 How do we identify schools that are not meeting our state’s performance standards? 
4.	 How do we determine what actions must be taken to improve student achievement in 

a low performing school? 
5.	 What lessons have we learned from school accountability system implementation to 

date? 
6.	 What do we hope to accomplish through proposed modifications to our current 

system? 

After hearing the presentation and discussing various aspects of the proposal, the Board 
agreed to continue the discussion at its regular meeting the next day. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was: 

VOTED: that the meeting adjourn at 7:40 p.m., subject to the call of the Chairman. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

David P. Driscoll 
Commissioner of Education 
and Secretary of the Board 
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