
HOUSE 1829
By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of Morris M. Goldings that

the Water Resources Commission be authorized to construct reser-
voirs and other works of improvement for flood prevention, low flow
regulation, recreation, water supply and related purposes in the
watershed of the Taunton River basin. Natural Resources and
Agriculture.

An Act authorizing the water resources commission to con-
struct RESERVOIRS AND OTHER WORKS OF IMPROVEMENT FOR FLOOD
PREVENTION, low flow regulation, recreation, watersupply,
AND RELATED PURPOSES IN THE WATERSHED OF THE TAUNTON RIVER
BASIN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The water resources commission is hereby
2 authorized to enter into watershed work plan agreements and
3 project agreements with the appropriate agencies of the United
4 States for the construction of certain works of improvement
5 including water retention structures in the watershed area of the
6 Taunton River Basin for the purpose of flood prevention, low flow
7 regulation, recreation, water supply, and related purposes, includ-
-8 ing water storage, stream bank stabilization, channel modification,
9 improvement of water quality, preservation ofacquafiers and fish

10 ladders, and water resource utilization, in accordance with the
11 Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act, and with a
12 watershed work plan. Said agreements shall set forth the federal

13 share of the cost of construction of the works of improvement
14 allocated to flood control or other flood retardation works, and
15 such other sums as the federal government is to pay on account of
16 other works to be included in the overall project and authorized by
17 said act.
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1 SECTION 2. When said commission and the federal agency or
2 agencies have entered into a project agreement for works of
3 improvement authorized by section one, the commission shall be
4 the contracting authority for the construction of such works.
5 Said commission, acting for and in behalf of the commonwealth,
6 may acquire by gift, purchase, eminent domain, or otherwise,any
7 land, water rights, rights-of-way or other easements, public or
8 private, necessary to carry out the purposes of this act. Public
9 access shall be provided to any reservoir area constructed under

10 this act. Said commission may, with the approval of the appro-
I I priate agency of the commonwealth, utilize the land under the
12 control of said agency for such works. Upon the occurrence of
13 unforeseen conditions or excessive costs from land takings or
14 otherwise at any of the sites designated in said work plan, the
15 commission may with the approval of the appropriate federal and
16 state agencies, relocate any reservoir site or other works contem-

-17 plated by said work plan to another site within the watershed area
18 referred to in section one, in order to carry out the purposes of this
19 act more effectively and economically. The commission may, in its

20 discretion and when it appears to be necessary, advantageous, or in
21 the best interest of the commonwealth, in lieu of the taking or
22 acquisition of land, expend out of the funds appropriated under
23 section five for expenditure by the commission such sums as may
24 be required to carry out or expedite the purposes of this act for the
25 construction of works not included in the costs reimbursable by the
26 federal government under said watershed protection and flood
27 prevention act, and determined by the commission to be necessary
28 to carry out the commonwealth’s share of the project, including but
29 not limited to the construction of dikes or other water retardation
30 works, changes in private property grades, highway locations and
31 grades, the location or relocation of culverts, water and sewer
32 pipes, utility poles and lines, conduits or other fixtures, pipe lines,
3 3 wells, septic tanks, cesspools or similar works, whetherprivately or
34 publicly owned. The commission shall operate, maintain and
35 administer all such lands, waters and works of improvement or it
36 may transfer the same to the department.
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1 SECTION 3. The commission and the division of water re-
-2 sources, through their duly authorized agents, without being liable
3 for trespass, shall have the right to enter upon any lands for the
4 purpose of making surveys, test pits and borings, and the commis-
-5 sion may take or otherwise acquire the right temporarily to occupy
6 lands necessary for the construction of any works or for any other
7 purposes authorized by this act.

1 SECTION 4. The department of environmental quality engi-
-2 neering, acting for and in behalf of the commonwealth, may
3 acquire by gift, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, land,
4 water rights, rights-of-way or other easements, public or private,
5 appropriate for public outdoor recreation in conjunction with the
6 lands acquired and the works constructed by the commission
7 under this act and may accept transfers of land and works from the
8 commission. The said department under the provisions of chapter
9 one hundred and thirty-two A of the General Laws shall plan,
10 develop, improve and construct recreation facilities upon, operate,
11 administer and maintain such lands, waters and facilities. The
12 commission shall advise the department on the operation of all
13 waterretention structures. The cost of the operation, administra-
-14 tion and maintenance of such lands, waters, works and facilities
15 shall be charged to the State Recreation Areas Fund established
16 under chapter one hundred and thirty-two A of the General Laws.
17 The department may apply for and accept any federal funds availa-

-18 ble for assistance for the purposes of this section.

1 SECTION 5. The commission is hereby authorized and
2 directed to expend a sum not to exceed five million dollars for the
5 acquisition of lands and waters and the construction of works of
4 improvement and related costs authorized by sections one and two
5 of this act, provided, however, that the commonwealth’s non-
-6 reimbursable share of the cost of said acquisition and construction
2 shall not exceed one million seven hundred thousand dollars.
x The department of environmental quality engineering is hereby
4 authorized and directed to expend a sum not exceeding one million

seven hundred thousand dollars for the acquisition, planning,
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development and improvement of outdoor recreation area and
facilities authorized by section four of this act.

SECTION 6. To provide funds for payment of the water
resources commission’s share of the cost of the project authorized
in sections one and two, the state treasurer shall, upon request of
the governor, issue and sell at public or private sale bonds of the
commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons attached, as he
may deem best, to an amount to be specified by the governor from
time to time, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of one
million seven hundred thousand dollars. All bonds issued by the
commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face,
Taunton River Basin Watershed Improvement Project Loan, Act
of 1979, and shall be on the serial payment plan for such maximum
term of years not exceeding ten years, as the governor may recom-
mend to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article LXIIof
the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the
maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts payable in
the several years of the period ofamortization other than the final
year shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer
it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest
semiannually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval
of the governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds shall
be payable not later than one year from the date of issuance thereof
and the entire issue not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
and ninety-four.

SECTION 7. The water resources commission and the depart-
ment of environmental quality engineering or either of them may
enter into agreements with any agency or agencies of the federal
government for the receipt of funds to a totalamount not to exceed
three million, four hundred thousand dollars for the purposes

orized by this act
provide funds for payment of the federal share of the cost of
rejects authorized by this act for for meeting federal alloca-

ons in anticipation of the sums to be received from the federal
ent under this act, there is hereby appropriated the sura of
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11 three million, four hundred thousand dollars from the Federal

12 Capital Improvement Fund established by section two B of chapter
13 twenty-nine of the General Laws and said appropriation shall
14 expire on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-two. Sums
15 appropriated under this section shall be expended by the depart-

-16 ment or the commission, in accordance with said agreements, for
17 the purposes authorized by this act and shall be in addition to
18 appropriations and authorizations contained elsewhere in this act.
19 For the purpose of meeting payments authorized by this section

20 in anticipation of the receipt of federal funds, the state treasurer
21 may borrow from time to time, on the credit of the commonwealth,
22 such sums as may be necessary and may issue and renew, from time
23 to time, notes of the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest
24 payable at such times and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state
25 treasurer. Such notes shall be issued and may be renewed one or
26 more times for such terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor
27 may recommend to the general court in accordance with Section 3
28 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
29 Commonwealth, but the final maturities of such notes, whether
30 original or renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, nineteen
31 hundred and eighty-five. Notwithstanding any provisions of this
32 act, such notes shall be general obligations of the commonwealth.
33 Notwithstanding the amount appropriated, sums authorized to be
34 borrowed in this section shall not exceed the amounts certified by
35 the proper federal authorities as the federal share of the cost of such
36 projects and provided further that amounts received from the
37 federal government shall be deposited in the Federal Capital
38 Improvement Fund and shall be available to repay any note or
39 notes issued as provided in this section; and provided, further, that
40 all payments on account of interest shall be allocated by the state
41 treasurer to the funds financing the loan accounts providing funds
42 for expenditures authorized by sections five and eight of this act in
43 proportion to which the federal funds received hereunder shall
44 have been granted to the water resources commission or the
45 department of environmental quality engineering, respectively.

1 SECTION 8. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
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out the responsibilities of the department of natural resources
3 under section four of this act, other than costs of operation,
4 administration and maintenance, the department may expend such
5 sums as may be required for projects authorized by this section
6 from any funds available for the development of recreation facili-

ties within the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 9. Funds provided in this act shall not be subject to
2 the provisions of section thirty A of chapter seven of the General
3 Laws, provided that no expenditure shall be made for consultant
4 services, so called, or services coded in accordance with expendi-
-5 ture code manual under the subsidiary title “03 Services Non-
-6 employees” unless the rate of compensation for such services shall
7 have been approved by the commissioner of adminsitration. Said
8 commission shall, immediately upon the approval of any such rate
9 or rates, file copies of the schedule or schedules of approved rates

10 with the comptroller and with the house and senate committees on
11 ways and means. Before engaging such consultant services under
12 said subsidiary title “03”, as so coded, as “Professional”, the
13 respective departments shall certify to the budget director that
14 funds are available for the purpose and shall thenfile a statement of
15 intent with the budget director, the comptroller and the house and
16 senate committees on ways and means. Such statement shall
17 include the rate of compensation, the period of time for which the
18 services are to be engaged or scope of work to to done, and such
19 other pertinent information as may be necessary to establish the
20 maximum limit of the commonwealth’s obligation.
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