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An Act prohibiting the issuance of a general search warrant
FOR NEWS MEDIA PREMISES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section lof Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
3 following new paragraph:
4 A court or justice authorized to issue warrants in criminal cases
5 may, upon complaint on oath that the complainant believes that
6 any of theproperty or articles hereinafter named are concealed in a
7 house, place, vessel or vehicle or in the possession of a person
8 anywhere within the Commonwealth and territorial waters there-
-9 of, if satisfied that there is probable cause for such beliefs, issuig a

10 warrant identifying the property and naming or describing the
11 person or place to be searched and commanding the person seeking
12 such warrant to search for the following property or articles.
13 Provided, however, that nothing enumerated in this chapter shall
14 apply*to either news media personnel or premises of any type or
15 nature where the person or premises is the innocent object of the
16 search or were not the actual perpetrators of the alleged offense.
17 That in order to obtain any of the property or articles hereinafter
18 named a person shall petition the court for a subpoena duces ticum
19 which shall only be issued inaccordance with the relevant statutory
20 procedures and rules enumerated by the Supreme Judicial Court of
21 Massachusetts. That in no case is a court or justice authorized to
22 issue a subpoena to any person for a search of news media person-
-23 nel or premises in the above enumerated instances.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine

This document has been printed on 100%




