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By Mr. Miceli of Wilmington, petition of the Mass. League of Cities
and Towns, Richard T. Moore, James R. Miceli, Hayden G. Green-
halgh, John H. Coring, Andrew S. Natsios and Walter A. DeFilippi for
legislation to define the word “charter” reltive to the operation of
municipal government and establishing its relation within the laws of
the Commonwealth. Local Affairs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 438 of the General Laws, as inserted by
2 chapter seven hundred and thirty-four of the acts of 1966, as
3 amended, is hereby further amended by inserting in section one,
4 the following additional definition;
5 “charter shall mean a written instrument which defines and
6 establishes the organization and structure of the municipal govern-
-7 ment: distributes powers, duties and responsibilities between and
8 among the municipal officers; and which may define certain proce-
-9 dures relating to the operation of the municipal government.”

1 SECTION 2. Chapter forty-one of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended, is hereby further amended by inserting in the
3 first sentence, after the word “law”, the words “or by charter” so
4 that the sentence shall read as follows:
5 Every town at its annual meeting shall in every year when the
6 term of office of any incumbent expires, and except when other
7 provision is made by law or by charter, choose by ballot from its
8 registered voters the following town officers for the following
9 terms of office:
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1 SECTION 3. Section 19 of Chapter 438 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 787 of the acts of 1969, is
3 hereby amended by adding the following paragraphs:
4 “A charter or charter amendmentadopted pursuant to the provi-
-5 sions of this chapter in so far as they are inconsistent with any
6 general law previously in effect in a city or town, which established
7 a form of government, term of office, or number of members of a
8 multiple member body, or which prescribes the manner of selecting
9 local officers, shall supersede such general law, unless otherwise

1C specified in such charter or charter amendment provided that no
11 function which is required to be performed by law shall be dis-
-12 continued.
13 A charter or charter amendment which establishes a form of
14 government, term of office or number of members of a multiple
15 member body, or which prescribes the manner of selecting local
16 officers, shall be construed as repealing or amending any former
17 charter or laws having the force of a charter.”
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