
HOUSE 3426
By Representatives Loring of Acton and Murray of Cohasset, peti-

tion of John H. Loring and other members of the House for legislation
to make certain changes in the law relative to fiscal autonomy of
school committees. Education.

An Act modifying the law relating to fiscal autonomy of
SCHOOL COMMITTEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 34, as most recently amended by chapter 294 of the acts
3 of 1939, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 34. Every city and town shall annually provide money
5 for the support of the public schools.
6 The increase in the total of the school budget for the next fiscal
7 year may be reduced or eliminated by a majority vote of the town
8 meeting or city council, a quorum being present. As used herein,
9 the increase in the total of the school budget shall mean that

10 amount by which the total of the school budget for the next fiscal
1 1 year exceeds the total of the school budget for the current fiscal
12 year. Town meeting, city council, and board of aldermen shall
*2 have no authority to decrease or eliminate any specific item in the
14 budget proposed for the schools.
15 Ten or more taxable inhabitants of a city or town, the mayor of a
16 city, or the attorney general, may petition the superior court
12 alleging that the city or town has not appropriated funds for the

18 maintenance of the schools for the next fiscal year at least equal to
*9 the total school budget for the current fiscal year. The court may
20 determine the amount of the deficiency, if any, and may order
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21 such city and all its officers whose action is necessary to carry out
22 such order, or such town and its treasurer, selectmen and asses-
-23 sors, to provide a sum of money equal to such deficiency, together
24 with a sum equal to twenty-five percent thereof. When such an
25 order is made prior to the fixing of the annual tax rate, the
26 foregoing sums shall be required by such order to be provided by
27 taxation in the manner set forth in section twenty-three ofchapter
28 fifty-nine. When such an order is made after the annual tax rate
29 has been fixed according to law. such sums shall be required by
30 such order to be provided by borrowing in the same manner and
31 for the same period of time as is provided under clause (11) of
32 section seven of chapter forty-four in the case of final judgments,
33 subject to all other applicable provisions of chapter forty-four. In
34 the case of a town, such borrowing shall be made by the town
35 treasurer, with the approval of a majority of the selectmen, and no
36 vote of the town shall be required therefore. The court may order
37 that the sum equal to the deficiency be appropriated and added to
38 the amounts previously appropriated for the school purposes of
39 such city or town in the year in which such deficiency occurs and
40 may order that the amount in excess of the deficiency be held by
41 such city or town as a separate account and be applied to meet the
42 appropriation for school purposes in the following year.
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