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By Mr. Switzler of Wellesley, petition of Norman Meyer and Royall
H. Switzler that provision be made for truth in food advertising.
Commerce and Labor.

An Act providing for truth in food advertising.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 All labeling, printed, or spoken advertising of food including
2 newspapers, magazines, package or container labeling, radio and
3 TV advertising, billboards, etc. shall be subject to standards of
4 “TRUTH IN FOOD ADVERTISING”. A legislative commission
5 of 15 members is hereby established for the purpose of drafting
6 such legislation to report back to the 1980 session of the legislature.
7 Five members shall be appointed by the President of the Senate;
8 five members by the Speaker of the House; and five members
9 appointed by the Governor.

10 Legislation proposed by said commission shall include the fol-
-11 lowing but not be limited by it:
12 1. Abolishment of the use of “enriched” in describing flour or
13 other food ingredients which, far from being enriched, have lost
14 most of their minerals and vitamins in milling and bleaching.
15 Addition of a single chemical does not “enrich” the food.
16 2. Use of sugar and the amount by percentage in the product
17 must be on the label.
18 3. Dry cereals etc. containing more than 30% sugar must contain
19 the word “candy” in its nomenclature. For instance “Candy Corn
20 Flakes”, “Candy Shake and Bake Bread Crumbs”. Candy repre-
-21 sents sugar, syrup, or other synonym.
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22 4. Use of the word “natural ingredients” must describe ingre-
-23 dients which traditionally occur in foods.
24 5. Amounts of pesticides in food, including trace amounts of
25 known poisons or cancer causing ingredients, must be included on
26 all labels, in readable print with the information provided by a
27 bi-annual analysis at the factory, vegetable or fruit distributing
28 facility, including vegetable and fruit juices. (For example, the
29 public must be protected from pesticides in cider which come from
30 apples which have received fourteen sprays in their growth.)
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