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tion to provide for the licensing of self-defense schools. Education.
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An Act providing for the licensing of self-defense schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section I. The General Laws are hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after Chapter 75D the following chapter; -

3 CHAPTER 75E
SELF-DEFENSE SCHOOLS4

5 Section 2. Self-Defense School, Defined
6 As used in this chapter, the term “self-defense school” shall mean
7 a school maintained or classes conducted for the purpose of teach-
-8 ing karate, judo, jiujitsu or any single skill or combination of skills
0 taught as forms of self-defense.

10 Section 3. Necessity of License, Fee
11 No self-defense school shall be operated in the Commonwealth
12 unless licensed by the commissioner of education, hereinafter
13 referred to in this chapter as the commissioner. The fee for a license
14 to operate a self-defense school shall be fifty dollars, and for each
15 annual renewal thereof, twenty-five dollars.
16 Section 4. Financial eligibility to apply for license
17 Any person desiring to operate a self-defense school within the
18 Commonwealth shall submit to the state auditor, on a form sup-

-19 plied by him, such financial information as he shall require, includ-
-20 ing at least the following:
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21 (a) ownership and organization of the school;
22 (b) the financial condition of the school; and
23 (c) the form and content of any student enrollment agreement to
24 be used by the school.
25 ff, after investigation, the state auditor finds that the applicant is
26 financially qualified to operate a self-defense school, he shall
27 certify to the commissioner the financial eligibility of the applicant
28 to operate such a school. Each license issued shall extend for a
29 period of one year and renewal of such license for any succeeding
30 year shall be issued only after the operator of the school meets the
31 financial eligibility requirements set down in the auditor’s investi-
-32 gation, as described above. Financial statements shall be submit-
-33 ted to the state auditor thirty days before the expiration of the
34 school license. Notwithstanding the provisions of section twelve of
35 chapter eleven, such financial information shall be retained in the
36 office of the state auditor and shall not be classified as public
37 records.
38 If the state auditor fails to find the applicant financially responsi-
-39 ble and qualified to operate a self-defense school, he shallrefuse to
40 approve the application, stating his reasons therefor in writing.
41 Sections. Qualifications for license; issuance
42 Any person desiring to operate a self-defense school within the
43 commonwealth whose application has been granted initial appro-
-44 val by the state auditor pursuant to section three shall submit to the
45 commissioner, on a form supplied by him, such information as he
46 may require, including at least the following:
47 (a) the training and experience of the instructors employed orto
48 be employed by the school;
49 (b) the building facilities and equipment available for the
50 instruction to be offered by the school;
51 (c) the form and content of the courses to be offered by the
52 school; and
53 (d) the form of any contract or agreement to be executed by a
54 prospective student.
55 If, after investigation, the commissioner finds that the applicant
56 is qualified to operate a self-defense school, he shall issue a license
57 to such person authorizing him to operate such school.
58 If the commissioner finds that the applicant is not qualified to

59 operate a self-defense school, he shall refuse to issue a license, and
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60 shall state his reasons therefor in writing. The applicant shall be
61 entitled to a hearing before the commissioner and judicial review
62 subject to the provisions of chapter thirty A.
63 Section 6. Suspension or revocation of license
64 A license issued under section four may be suspended or revoked
65 by the commissioner subject to the provisions of chapter thirty Aif
66 any of the following conditions exist:
67 (a) the operator of the school, or any one of the instructors hired
68 by the school, is proven unqualified to continue instruction;
69 (b) the operator of the school, or any one of the instructors hired
70 by the school, or any of the representatives of the school, violates
71 any provisions of this chapter or any other regulations adopted by
72 the commissioner;
73 (c) the operator of the school is proven financially unqualified
74 to continue instruction; or
75 (d) the operator of the school fails to provide adequate facilities
76 or equipment for safe instruction.
77 Section 7. Representative ofschool; necessity of license
78 No representative of any self-defense school operated within the
79 Commonwealth shall, in person or over the telephone or through
80 the mail, solicit enrollment or sell courses to any prospective
81 student, make representations or give counsel concerning the edu-
-82 cational content or quality or the benefits to be derived from
83, courses in such school unless licensed by the commissioner.
84 Section 8. Representative of self-defense school; application
85 for and issuance oflicense
86 Any person desiring to be a representative of a self-defense
87 school shall submit to the commissioner, on a form supplied by
88 him, such personal information as he may deem necessary in
89 order to make a value judgment on such person’s qualification to
90 represent the school.
9) If, after investigation, the commissioner finds that the applicant
92 is qualified to be a representative of a self-defense school and is of
93 good moral character he shall issue a license to such person. The fee
94 for such a license shall be ten dollars, and for the renewal thereof,
95 five dollars. The operator of a self-defense school licensed under
96 section four shall be eligible to also be a representative of such
97 school.
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98 If the commissioner finds that the applicant is not qualified to be
99 such a representative, he shall refuse to issue a license, and shall

100 state his reasons therefor in writing. Upon rejection, the applicant
101 shall be entitled to an appeal before the commissioner and judicial
102 review, subject to the provisions of chapter thirty A.
103 Section 9. Regulations
104 The commissioner may adopt, amend or repeal any regulations
105 as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter,
106 subject to the provisions of chapter thirty A.
107 Section 10. Punishment for operation without a license
108 Whoever operates a self-defense school without being licensed
109 under section four or during the suspension or after the revocation
110 of such a license under the provisions of section five, or whoever
111 acts as a representative of a self-defense school without being
112 licenses under section seven shall be punished by a fine of not less
j 13 than two hundred dollars and not more than five hundred dollars
114 and shall be ordered to discontinue such activities immediately.
115 Section 11. Unenforceable agreements

116 No agreement between a self-defense school, not licensed under
117 section four, or its representative, and a pupil shall be enforceable
118 in any court in the Commonwealth.
119 Section 12. Current list of self-defense schools and their
120 representatives

121 The commissioner shall maintain a current list of all defense
122 schools licensed under section four and their representatives. This
123 list shall be a public record.
124 Section 13. Penalty for false advertising
125 If the commissioner finds thata self-defense school engages in or
] 26 has engaged in untrue, deceptive or misleading advertising, he may
127 revoke its license in compliance with the provisions of chapter
128 thirty A.
129 Section 14 Damages; license bond and surety

130 No license shall be issued under this chapter until the prospective
131 licensee, or two or more licensees who intend to secure a joint
132 bond, furnish a bond with surety acceptable to the commissioner of
133 an amount of one thousand dollars, provided, however, that the
134 liability of the surety on the bond shall be limited to indemnifying
135 the claimant only for his actual damages.
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136 Each bond shall be conditioned to provide that the obligor shall
137 satisfy all judgments rendered against it in actions to recover
138 damages sustained by students resulting from breach of contract.
139 The aggregate liability of the surety for all breaches of conditions
140 of the bond shall not, however, exceed the sum of the bond. The
141 surety on any such bond may cancel the bond upon giving thirty
142 days notice in writing to the commissioner and thereafter shall be
143 relieved of liability for any breach of condition occurring after the
144 effective date of said cancellation. Such bond shall not limit or
145 impair any right of recovery otherwise available under the law, nor
146 shall the amount of the bond be relevant in determining the
147 amount of damages or other relief to which any plaintiff may be
148 entitled. The bond shall be procured only from companies doing
149 business in the Commonwealth.
150 SECTION 15. Self-Defense School Advisory Committee
151 There shall be a five member advisory committee in the depart-
-152 ment of education to be appointed by the commissioner to assist
153 the commissioner in determining which qualifications are neces-
-154 sary in order to license an operator of a self-defense school under
155 section four of chapter seventy-five E and to advise the commis-
-156 sioner on other matters pertaining to self-defense schools. Each of
157 the five members shall have a minimum of seven years of instruc-
-158 tional experience in self-defense schools. The members of said
159 committee shall serve without compensation and shall be reim-
-150 bursed for all necessary expenses actually incurred in the perfor-
-151 mance of their duties.
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