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By Mr. Miceli of Wilmington (by request), petition of Joseph Bales-
tieri relative to defining the status and duties of dog officers. Counties.
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An Act clarifying the status of dog officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 151, as most recently amended by chapter 573 oftheacts
3 of 1978, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 151. The mayor of each city and the selectmen of each
5 town shall designate one or more dog officers who shall exercise the
6 powers of police officers to serve warrants, othercriminal processes,
7 and to arrest without a warrant. Such officers shall attend a training
8 program established by the Massachusetts criminal justice training
9 council.

10 The mayor or selectmen shall forthwith submit to the county
11 commissioners the names of such officers.
12 Except as hereinafter provided, if any city or town shall fail to
13 make such appointments, the county commissioners shall appoint
14 for such city or town, dog officers, otherthan those employed under
15 regular pay, who shall receive from the treasurer of their respective
i 6 cities and towns two dollarsfor each dogdestroyed in ahumane way,
17 as provided in section one hundred and fifty-one A, in full com-
-18 pensation for their services rendered.
19 Each dog officer before disposing of any dog in his possession
20 shall check its description with other dog officers within a five mile
21 radius.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.



[January 1979]2 HOUSE No. 4501

22 Bills for such services shall beapproved by the mayor ofthe city or
23 selectmen of the town in which said dogs are kept or disposed ofina
24 humane way, and in the county of Suffolk, shall be paid out of the
25 dog fund. Cities and towns other than in Suffolk county shall be
26 reimbursed by the treasurers of their respective counties from the
27 dog fund. Each dog officer appointed shall also attend to all
28 complaints or other matters pertaining to dogs in their respective
29 towns, in addition to their duties imposed upon him by his warrant
30 and shall be paid for such services by the town treasurer upon bills
31 approved by the selectmen.
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