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By Mr. Manning of Waltham, petition of Donald J. Manning for

legislation to regulate the speed of motor vehicles on certain private
ways. Public Safety.

Commontocaltf) of iHassacfjusetts

An Act providing for the regulation of the speed of motor
VEHICLES ON CERTAIN PRIVATE WAYS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 17, as most recently amended by
3 section 7of chapter 494 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 17. No person operating a motor vehicle on any way
6 or any way to which the public has a right of access shall run it at
7 a rate of speed greater than is reasonable and proper, having
8 regard to traffic and the use of such way and the safety of the
9 public. Unless such way is otherwise posted in accordance with

10 the provisions of section eighteen it shall be prima facie evidence
11 of a rate of speed greater than is reasonable and proper as
12 aforesaid (1) if a motor vehicle is operated on a divided highway
13 outside a thickly settled or business district at a rate of speed
14 exceeding fifty miles per hour for a distance of a quarter of a mile,
15 or (2) on any other way outside a thickly settled or business
16 district at a rate of speed exceeding forty miles per hour for a
17 distance of a quarter of a mile, or (3) inside a thickly settled or
18 business district at a rate of speed exceeding thirty miles per hour
19 for a distance of one-eighth of a mile, or (4) within a school zone
20 established in conformance with standards of the department of
21 public works at a rate of speed exceeding twenty miles per hour.
22 Operation of a motor vehicle at a speed in excess of fifteen miles
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per hour within one-tenth of a mile of a vehicle used in hawking
or peddling merchandise and which displays flashing amber lights
shall likewise be prima facie evidence of a rate of speed greater
than is reasonable and proper. If a speed limit has been duly
established upon any such way, in accordance with the provisions
of said section, operation of a motor vehicle at a rate of speed in
excess of such limit shall be prima facie evidence that such speed
is greater than is reasonable and proper; but, notwithstanding
such establishment of a speed limit, every person operating a
motor vehicle shall decrease the speed of the same when a special
hazard exists with repsect to pedestrians or other traffic, or by
reason of weather or highway conditions. No person shall operate
a school bus at a rate of speed exceeding forty miles per hour,
while actually engaged in carrying school children.
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SECTION 2. Said chapter 90 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 18, as most recently amended by section 119
of chapter 706 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof
the following section;
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Section 18. The city council, the traffic and parking commis-
sion of the city of Boston, the selectmen, park commissioners, a
traffic commission or traffic director, or the department, on ways
within their control, may make special regulations as to the speed
of motor vehicles and as to the use of such vehicles upon
particular ways, and may prohibit the use of such vehicles
altogether on certain ways; provided, that except in the case ofa
speed regulation no such special regulation shall be effective
unless it shall have been published in one or more newspapers, if
there be any, published in the town in which such way is situated
otherwise in one or more newspapers published in the county in
which the town is situated; nor until after the department, and in
the case of a speed regulation the department and the registrar,
acting jointly, shall have certified in writing that such regulation
is consistent with the public interests; and no regulation shall be
valid which excludes motor vehicles from any state highway or
from any main highway leading from any town to another, except
a regulation promulgated pursuant to section two E of chapter
eighty-five, and except a regulation of heavy commercial vehicles
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of a carrying capacity of five tons or over on main highways when
such regulation describes a reasonable alternate route;
provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed as
affecting the right of the metropolitan district commission or of
the department of environmental management to make rules and
regulations governing the use and operation of motor vehicles on
lands, roadways and parkways under its care and control. No
such rule or regulation shall prohibit the use of passenger or
station wagon type motor vehicles whose gross weight is less than
five thousand pounds and which are registered for commercial
use on ways where noncommercial passenger type motor vehicles
are permitted to operate. No such regulation shall be effective
until there shall have been erected, upon the ways affected
thereby and at such points as the department and the registrar,
acting jointly, may designate, signs, conforming to standards
adopted by the department, setting forth the speed or other
restrictions established by the regulation, and then only during
the time such signs are in place. Any sign, purporting to establish
a speed limit, which has not been erected in accordance with the
foregoing provisions may be removed by or under the direction of
the department.
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45 Any person, corporation, firm or trust owning a private way or

parking area, or any person, corporation, firm or trust
controlling such private way or parking area, with the written
consent of a majority of the owners of the private way or parking
area, may apply in writing to the city council, the traffic and
parking commission of the city of Boston, or the board of
selectmen in any town or a traffic commission or traffic director
in cities or towns, in which the private way or parking area lies, to
make special regulations as to the speed of motor vehicles and as
to the use of such vehicles upon the particular private way or
parking area, and the city council with the approval of the mayor,
the traffic and parking commission of the city of Boston or the
board of selectmen, or traffic commission or traffic director in
cities and towns, as the case may be, may make such special
regulations with respect to said private way or parking area to the
same extent and in the same manner as to ways within their
control as set forth in the preceding paragraph.
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