
HOUSE 5301
By Mr. Saggese of Winthrop, petition of Alfred E. Saggese, Jr.,

relative to regulating the practice of denture technology. Health Care.

An Act regulating the practice of denture technology.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws, is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 19 as so appearing, and inserting
3 in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 19. Board of Dental and Denturist Examiners.
5 There shall be a board ofregistration of dentistry and denturism
6 in the following two sections called the board. The board shall be
7 composed of a component on dentistry and a component on
8 denturism.
9 The board component on dentistry shall consist of eight persons,

10 each of whom shall be a legal resident of the commonwealth, to be
11 appointed by the governor, six of whom shall be graduates of a
12 reputable dental college and be reputable dentists who have main-
-13 tained a license to practice dentistry in the commonwealth for the

14 eight years next preceding his appointment, one of whom shall be a
15 representative of the public, subject to the provisions of section
16 nine B, one of whom shall be a graduate of a reputable school of
17 dental hygiene and who has maintained a license to practice dental
18 hygiene in the commonwealth for the five years next preceding his
19 appointment. No more than one member of the board who is a
20 dentist may be a full time member of the faculty or a trustee ofany
21 institution engaged in educating dentists or having power to confer
22 degrees in dentistry. The governor shall appoint annually in April,
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23 for a term of five years, a successor to those members of the board
24 whose terms are expiring in that month. No member shall serve
25 more than two full terms.
26 There shall be two advisors to the board who shall be dental
27 assistants. One dental assistant shall be appointed an advisor
28 annually, in April, by the governor for a two year term. Any
29 vacancy in the position ofadvisor shall be filled by the governorfor
30 the unexpired term. Advisors shall provide advice and consulta-
-31 tion to the board within their area of expertise, and the board shall
32 submit to the advisors for review and comment, at least sixty days
33 prior to its publication as a proposal, any proposed rule or regula-
-34 tion. except emergency rules and regulations adopted under the
35 provisions of clause (3) of section two of chapter thirty A, which
36 would affect the activities of dental assistants.
37 The board component on denturism shall consist of four per-
-38 sons, each of whom shall be a legal resident of the Commonwealth,
39 to be appointed by the governor, three of whom shall be registered
40 denturists and one of whom shall be a graduate of a reputable
41 dental college and be a reputable dentist who has maintained a
42 license to practice dentistry in the commonwealth for the eight
43 years next preceding his appointment.
44 The governor shall appoint annually in April, for a term of five
45 years, a successor to those members of the board whose terms are
46 expiring in that month. No member shall serve more than two full
47 terms.
48 There shall be two citizen advisors to the board, who are not a
49 dentist, denturist, dental hygienest or dental assistant. Said advi-
-50 sors shall be appointed by the governor, in April, for a term oftwo

51 years. Advisors shall provide advice and consultation to the board,
52 and the board shall submit to the advisors for review and comment,
53 at least sixty days prior to its publication as a proposal, any
54 proposed rule or regulation.
55 The board component on dentistry shall be responsible for
56 implementing and enforcing sections forty-four, forty-five, forty-
-57 five A, forty-six, forty-seven, forty-eight, forty-nine of Chapter 112
58 of the General Laws.
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59 The board component on denturists shall be responsible for
60 implementing and enforcing sections fifty-one B, fifty-one C, fifty-
-61 one D and fifty-one Eof Chapter 112 of the General Laws.
62 The board shall act, for all other purposes, as a single body and
63 six members present shall constitute a quorum for conducting its
64 business.

1 SECTION 2. Section 43 of Chapter 112, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 757 of the acts of 1977, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 The Board of registration of dentistry and denturism, hereinand
6 in sections forty-three A to fifty-three, inclusive, called the board,
7 shall examine applicants for registration in dentistry and dentu-
-8 rism under the provisions of section 19 of Chapter 13 of the
9 General Laws, and shall investigate all complaints of violations of

10 sections forty-four, forty-nine, fifty-two, fifty-two A, fifty-two C
11 and sixty-five. In aid thereof, the board may make, and shall
12 publish, such rules and regulations as it deems necessary. If, as a
13 result of such investigation, the board has reasonable cause to
14 believe that a violation has occurred, it shall forthwith file a written
15 report of the same with the attorney general who shall, within three
16 months following receipt of such report, notify the board in writing
17 of the action taken with respect to such violation. The board may
18 also bring a petition in equity in the Superior Court to enjoin the
19 continuation of such violation. Six members of the board shall
20 constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The board
21 shall keep a full record of its proceedings and a registry of all
22 persons registered by it, which shall be public records open to
23 inspection. A transcript of any of the entries in such record, certi-
-24 fied by its secretary, shall be competent evidence of the facts stated
25 therein. The board shall make a full and accurate annual report.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 51A the following sections:
3 Section 5!B. Any person of good moral character nineteen
4 years old or over, who for five years or more has been engaged in
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5 business as a dental technician constructing, reproducing, relining,
6 repairing, adding or directing the application of any substance, of a
7 durable nature, to dentures, bridges, appliances or other structures
8 to be used and worn as substitutes for natural teeth, may apply to
9 the board for certification as a denturist, and he shall make pay-

-10 ment of twenty dollars to the board and be examined by the board
1 1 in subjects essential for the practice of denture technology, as
12 defined hereinbelow, and if his examination is satisfactory he shall
13 be registered as a denturist and be given a certificate allowing him
14 to engage in the practice of denture technology.
15 The practice of denture technology includes any or all of the
16 following duties:
17 1. The taking of impressions and bite registration for the pur-
-18 pose of making, producing, reproducing, constructing, finishing,

1 9 supplying, altering, fabricating, or repairing any removable partial
20 or complete upper or lower prosthetic denture which is to be fitted
21 to an edentulous arch, or a partially edentulous arch;
22 2. The fitting of any removable prosthetic denture, partial or
23 complete upper or lower, to an edentulous arch or arches or
24 partially edentulous arch or arches; and,
25 3. The fabricating, making, producing, reproducing, construct-
-26 ing, finishing, supplying, altering, and repairing of partial and
27 complete upper and lower prosthetic dentures.
28 An applicant failing to pass a satisfactory examination shall be
29 entitled to re-examination at any meeting of the board upon pay-
-30 ment of a fee of twenty-five dollars.
31 If found competent, the applicant shall be registered by the
32 board and shall receive a certificate of registration signed by the
33 members of the board or a majority of them, which shall be prima
34 facie evidence of the right of the holder to practice denture technol-
-35 ogy. In proof of this right the certificate or a duplicate shall be kept
36 in his office in plain view, and, on application, shall be shown to
37 any member or agent of the board.
38 Section 51C. Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty of
39 this Chapter, no denturist shall treat a person unless such practice
40 is conducted under the control and supervision of a registered
41 dentist, or said denturist has first received a statement, dated
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42 within 30 days of the date of treatment, and signed by a dentist or a
43 physician, that such person’s oral cavity is substantially free from
44 disease and mechanically sufficient to receive a denture. However,
45 no statement shall be necessary for the purpose of repairing a
46 denture or replacing a denture fitted within the prior year.
47 Section 51D. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections fifty,
48 fifty-one B and fifty-one Cofthis Chapter or any other provisions
49 ofthe General Laws, the reconstructing, reproducing and repairing
50 partial and complete upper and lower pre-existing prosthetic den-
-51 tures shall not be considered treatment of a person as defined in
52 section fifty-one C or under the provisions ofany other section of
53 this Chapter, and a denturist may engage in the practice of recon-
-54 structing, reproducing, and repairing partial and complete upper
55 and lower pre-existing prosthetic dentures so long as such recon-
-56 structing, reproducing and repairing does not require, as incidental
57 and necessary thereto, the taking of impressions and bite registra-
-58 tion, and/or the fitting of any removal prosthetic dentures.
59 Section 51E. The board shall prepare and give examinations,
60 written or oral or both, in the area of denture technology to all
61 denturists seeking certification under section fifty-one B and it
62 shall adopt rules and regulations relating to the certification and
63 registration of denturists.

1 SECTION 2. Section 52 of said Chapter 112 is hereby amended
2 by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words “dentistry or dental
3 hygiene without being registered under sections forty-five to fifty-

-4 one” and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 “dentistry, dental hygiene or denture technology without being
6 registered under sections forty-five to fifty-one E.”

' SECTION 3. Section 52A of said Chapter 112 is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in line 1, the words “or dental hygienist”
2 and inserting in place thereof the words:
4 “dental hygienist or denturist.”

1 SECTION 4. Said Chapter 112 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 528 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 sections:



HOUSE No. 5301 [January 1979]6

4 Section 52 B. The Clerk of a Court in which a registered dentist,
5 dental hygienist, or denturist, is convicted under the preceding
6 section shall forthwith certify such conviction to the board, and the
7 board may, after a hearing, revoke or suspend the registration of
8 the convicted registrant. The board may also revoke or suspend the
9 registration of a dentist, dental hygienist or denturist, for convic-

-10 tion in any Court of the Commonwealth of a crime involving moral
11 turpitude.

1 SECTION 5. Said section 52C of said Chapter 112 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out in lines 9, 10 and 11, the phrase
3 “nor shall any person so engaged in any way directly solicit the
4 patronage of the general public for any dental services, dental
5 materials or dental appliances.”
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