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By Mr. Ambler of Weymouth, petition of Clifford H. Marshall and
Robert B. Ambler relative to the compensation of sheriffs and deputy
sheriffs. The Judiciary.

Commontoealtfj of illastfacfjuaetts;

An Act relative to the administration of the courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera!
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 221 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by chapter 478 of the acts of 1978, is hereby
3 amended by striking out sections 69, 70, 71,71 A, 72 and 73, and by
4 inserting in place thereof the following seven sections:
5 Section 69. Not more than four deputy sheriffs or court officers
6 shall receive compensation for attendance upon any civil sitting of
7 the supreme judicial court or a sitting of the superior court for civil
8 business or for both civil and criminal business unless in the
9 supreme judicial court the presiding justice and in the superior

10 court the presiding justice or the district attorney in writing request
11 the sheriff to procure the attendance for the whole or a portion of
12 such sitting of an additional number. Not more than six deputy
13 sheriffs, court officers or constables shall receive compensation for
14 attendance upon any criminal sitting of the superior court for
15 criminal business unless the district attorney in writing requests the
16 sheriff to procure the attendance for the whole or a portion ofsuch
17 sitting of an additional number. Not more than eight deputy
18 sheriffs or court officers shall receive compensation for attendance
19 uponany sitting of the appeals court unless the presiding justice in

20 writing requests the sheriff to procure the attendance for a whole or
21 a portion of such sitting of an additional number.
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22 The sheriff shall appoint the court officers for attendance upon
23 the sessions of the supreme judicial court and the appeals court.
24 Section 70. The sheriff of Suffolk, Bristol, Hampden,
25 Middlesex, Norfolk, and Worcester may appoint officers for
26 attendance upon the several sessions of the superior court in the
27 respective counties, as follows:
28 For Suffolk, not exceeding four for each session for civil busi-
-29 ness held with juries; three for each session held without juries; six
30 for the session for criminal business; and eight for use as may be
31 necessary; said officers shall be interchanged between the several
32 sessions so as to secure as nearly as may be equal service for all.
33 For Bristol, four for civil and criminal business, and one for civil
34 business only, who shall, when required by the sheriffattend the
35 sessions of the supreme judicial, appeals or probte court when not
36 in attendance on the superior court.
37 For Hampden, ten for civil and criminal business, who shall,
38 when required by the sheriff attend the sessions of the supreme
39 judicial, appeals or probate court when not in attendance on the
40 superior court.
4! For Middlesex, not exceeding four for each session for civil
42 business held with juries; three for each session held without juries,
43 and six for the session for criminal business, who shall, when
44 required by the sheriff attend the sessions of the supremejudicial,
45 appeals or probate court when not in attendance on the superior
46 court.
47 For Norfolk, nine for civil and criminal business, who shall,
48 when required by the sheriff attend the sessions of the supreme
49 judicial, appeals or probate court when not in attendance on the
50 superior court.
51 For Worcester, for civil or criminal business, such number as
52 may be necessary, who shall also attend upon the sessions of the
53 supreme judicial, appeals, probate and insolvency and land court,
54 Each of said officers shall give to the sheriff of his county a bond
55 with sufficient sureties, in the sum of fifteen hundred dollars, for
56 the faithful performance of his duties. They shall have autority of
57 constables to serve venires for jurors and the processes of said
58 courts, and in Worcester county to summon witnesses; and they
59 shall be paid by the commonwealth their actual expenses necessar-
-60 ily incurred in making such services.
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61 Section 71. The sheriff of the respective county shall designate a
62 court officer to act as chief deputy sheriff for attendnace on each
63 superior court in Suffolk, Middlesex, and Hampden counties and
64 one such court officer shall be designated to act as chief deputy
65 sheriff for attendance on the appeals court in Suffolk county. In
66 Hampden, Norfolk and Worcester counties the sheriff of each
67 county may designate one court officer as chief court officer for
68 attendance on the supreme judicialand superioi courts. Such offic-
-69 ers, under the orders of the said sheriffs, in addition to theirregular
70 duties as court officers, shall supervise, direct and assign the offic-
-71 ers of their respective courts.
72 Section 71A. The sheriff of Suffolk county may designate three
73 of the court officers of the superior court to act as assistant chief
74 court officers for attendance on the superior court in Suffolk
75 county. Such officers, in addition to their regular duties as court
76 officers, shall perform such other duties as from time to time may
77 be prescribed by said sheriff. Said sheriff may designate one of the
78 court officers of the appeals court to act as assisstant chief court
79 officer for attendance on the appeals court in Suffolk county.
80 Section 72. Officers appointed as court officers to attend upon
81 the sessions of the supreme judicial, appeals or superior court in
82 any county, including chief deputies and the chief court officer in
83 Hampden, Norfolk and Worcester counties designated under sec-
-84 tion seventy-one, shall hold office during good behavior but not
85 beyond age sixty-five and until they are removed by the sheriff of
86 the county for which they were appointed, for cause approved by
87 the justices of the court for attendance upon which they were
88 appointed. Court officers appointed to attend upon any of said
89 courts may be removed for cause approved by the justices of any
90 said courts. In Suffolk county officers in attendance upon the
91 supreme judicial court or upon the superior court may be inter-
-92 changed or transferred from any of said courts to another by the
93 sheriff, with the approval in each instance, of the chief justice of the
(94 court to which the transfer is proposed to be made.
95 Section 73. Each officer inattendance upon the supremejudicial
96 court in the county of Suffolk shall receive in full for all services
97 performed by him such salary as shall be fixed by thejustices of the
98 supreme judicial court, of which salary eight hundred and fifty
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99 dollars shall be paid by the commonwealth and the remainder by
100 said county. Each officer inattendance uponthe appeals court in the
101 county of Suffolk shall receive in full for all services performed by
102 him such salary as shall be fixed by the justices of the appeals court.
103 Said salary shall be paid by Suffolk county, of which amount all
104 except eight hundred and fifty dollars per officer shall annually be
105 reimbursed to said county by the commonwealth. The officer in
106 attendance upon the land court in said countyshall receive in fullfor
107 all services performed by him such salary as shall be fixed by the
108 judges of said court. Each officer in attendance upon the probate
109 court in said county shall receive in full for all services performed by
110 him such salary as shall be fixed by the judges of said court.
111 Section 73A. Each officer in attendance upon the supreme judi-
-112 cial court in the county of Suffolk shall receive in full for all services
113 performed by him such salary as shall be fixed by the justices ofthe
114 supremejudicial court, which salary shall be paid by the common-
-115 wealth. Each officer in attendance upon the appeals court in the
116 county of Suffolk shall receive in full for all services performed by
117 him such salary as shall be fixed be the justices of the appeals court.
118 Said salary shall be paid by the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter as so appearing is hereby further
2 amended by striking out sections 75, 76A, and 77 and by inserting
3 the following three sections;

Section 75. The compensation of deputy sheriffs not on salary
5 and of constablesfor attendance upon the supremejudicial, appeals,
6 superior or probate court, or upon the sessions of the county
7 commissioners, shall be paid by therespective counties, except that
8 for attendance upon the supreme judicial or appeals court in
9 Suffolk county when said courts are sitting for the commonwealth

10 it shall be paid by the commonwealth.
11 Section 76. In addition to the amount of salary payable by
12 Suffolk county, fixed under the provisions of sections forty-nine to
13 fifty-six, inclusive, of chapter thirty-five, to the administrative
14 assistant to the justices of the supremejudicial court in said county,
15 there shall annually be paid by the commonwelath to suchadminis-
-16 trative assistant such sum as shall be determined by the justices of
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17 said court. The administrative assistant to the justices of the
18 supreme judicial court in Suffolk county shall be appointed by the
19 justices of said court and shall also act as clerical assistant of said
20 justices. The messenger to the justices of the appeals court shall be
21 appointed by the justices of said court and shall also act as clerical
22 assistant of said justices. His salary shall be established by the
23 justices of said court. The messenger of the superior court in said
24 county shall be appointed by the justices of said court and shall also
25 act as clerical assistant of the justices of said court. His salary shall
26 be established by the justices if said court and shall be paid by said
27 county.
28 Section 77. Premiums on bonds of court officers and deputy
29 sheriffs in attendance on the supreme judicial, appeals or superior
30 court in Suffolk county and on the courts in Bristol, Hampden,
31 Middlesex, Norfolk and Worcester counties shall be paid by their
32 respective counties.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter as so appearing is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 80 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section;
4 Section 80. Court officers receiving stated salaries and deputy
5 sheriffs in attendance upon the supreme judicial,appeals or superior
6 court in Suffolk, Middlesex, Bristol, Hampden, Norfolk and
7 Worcester counties shall while on duty in said courts, wear uniforms
8 which shall be designated by the sheriff of the county and which
9 shall be furnished at the expense of the respective counties.








