
No. 5793HOUSE

*

®fje Commontoealtfj of iflasigacfjusctts

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, March 21, 1979.

The committee on Rules, to whom were referred the Resolutions
(filed by Messrs. Card of Holbrook and Connelly of Agawam) urging
that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s order shutting down the
Maine Yankee Nuclear Power Plant be reversed (House, No. 5793),
reports that the same ought to be adopted.

For the committee,

VINCENT J. PIRO.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.

RESOLUTIONS URGING THAT THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION’S
ORDER SHUTTING DOWN THE MAINE YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
BE REVERSED.

1 Whereas, The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has
2 ordered the Maine Yankee nuclear power plant in Wiscasset,
3 Maine, to immediately shut down; and
4 Whereas, Said order was based on the NRC’s finding that the
5 strength of the plant’s auxiliary cooling system was insufficiently
6 designed to withstand an earthquake of an extreme magnitude
7 even though the system was designed to withstand a once in a
8 thousand year earthquake in that area of the country; and
9 Whereas, The NRC’s order of an immediate shutdown is unwar-

-10 ranted because of the improbability of the main cooling system
11 failing at the same time as the auxiliary cooling system is rendered
12 inoperative by an earthquake; and
13 Whereas, This shutdown will increase our dependence on for-
-14 eign oil at the very time the supply of oil has been constricted by
15 other nations, and the President has exhorted the country to
16 reduce oil consumption; and
17 Whereas, One million extra barrels of oil per month will be
18 consumed because of the shutdown of the Maine Yankee; and
19 Whereas, Massachusetts electric companies will charge consu-

-20 mers an estimated $3,700,000 per month due to the increased use of
21 expensive foreign oil; and
22 Whereas, The increased cost of electricity borne by the citizens
23 of Massachusetts is neither justifiable nor tolerable in light of the
24 double digit inflation that they already must bear; and
25 Whereas, There are alternative solutions to the problem; there-
-26 fore be it
27 Resolved, That the House of Representatives urges the Presi-
-28 dent of the United States to take such steps as are necessary to
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29 reverse the order of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission shutting
30 down the Maine Yankee nuclear power plant and allow said plant
31 to operate until such time as plans are made to make such improve-
-32 ments as are needed without imposing an undue cost on the citizens
33 of the Commonwealth; and be it further
34 Resolved, That the Clerk shall transmit copies of these Resolu-
-35 tions forthwith to the President of the United States and to
36 members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation.
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