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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Today, I am submitting to your Honorable Bodies the accompanying

legislation entitled "An Act Exempting Mediators From the Collective

Bargaining Laws."

The purpose of this legislation is to correct what appears to be

an inadvertant oversight in the public employees’ collective bargaining

law. Mass. Gen. Laws Chapter 150E, by adding mediators from the State

Board of Conciliation and Arbitration to the list of persons excluded

from the definition of "public employee" in the collective bargaining

act.

After the enactment of the public employees' collective bargaining

law in 1973, the state Labor Relations Commission established ten

bargaining units to cover all employees of the Commonwealth who were

subject to the statute. No unit was established for the mediators nor

have they been members of any of the other unites to this date.
Last month, the Labor Relations Commission issued an order directing

the establishment of a separate bargaining unit for the mediators. The

Commission's decision noted that the failure to exclude mediators from

collective bargaining coverage was probably legislative oversight, but

the omission could only be corrected by the General Court. In
the absence of such correction, the Commission Hearing Officer felt

compelled to order the establishment of the bargaining unit.
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I believe that all fair-minded people will agree that membership in

collective bargaining organization is incompatible with the job of being
a mediator in labor-management disputes. Consequently, I request your

prompt attention to this remedial legislation.

Respectfully submitted,^
<

./ Governor
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

| Section one of chapter 150 E of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in section one of chapter 1078 of the Acts of 1973, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the words “members of any board or
4 commission” the following words: industrial relations adjusters
5 (mediators) within the board of conciliation and arbitration in the
6 department of labor and industries.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine

An Act exempting mediators from the collective bargaining

LAW.




