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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of
the amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith,
House Bill 5649 entitled "AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DISPOSITION
OF CERTAIN LAND TAKEN FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES" for the following
reasons.

This bill will limit Section 7E of Chapter 81 of the
General Laws by requiring that land no longer needed for highway
purposes shall first be offered for sale to the person from
whom it was acquired. If the latter does not wish to purchase
said property it shall be offered to the city or town where it
is located.

Certain aspects of the bill cause me some concern.*
First, it limits the scope of the Department's ability to use
for other modes of transportation property not necessary for
highway purposes. In addition lam concerned that there may be
some ambiguity in regard to the application of the provisions of
the bill to parcels already taken. Finally the bill should make
special provisions for the Soutwest Corridor since the Corridor
is unique in that hundreds of acres of property were taken and
cleared for highway purposes and subsequently declared surplus
by the Sargent Administration.

In 1974, following much community involvment, a land
disposition plan was published. All parcels with structures,
which were not necessary for the proposed Orange Line, were
offered back to the original owners. Vacant parcels have been
assembled consistent with the disposition plan for use housing,
industrial or park land. Our concern is that this bill may
disrupt this ongoing planning process.

I, therfore, recommend that House Bill 5649 be amended
follows.

Line 5, following the word determination add " occurring
after December 31, 1979".

tKfje CommontoealH) of iflaKSadnisfette



[September 1979]HOUSE NO. 67372

I

J

Line 7, following "highway" add "or other transportation
purposes".

By striking in lines 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 all of the
words following the semi-colon and inserting in place thereof
the following;

provided, however, that all land or rights in
land, the title to which has been acquired by
the department in the Southwest Corridor, so-called
in Boston, shall be hereby exempt from the provisions
of this act requiring that such land or rights in
land be first offered for sale to the person from
whom the land or rights in land were acquired by
the department.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward J. King [J /j
Governor I I
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