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By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 584) of
Joseph B. Walsh and Ruth Norris for legislation to require certain medi-
cal personnel to notify the parents of a newly born child of any major
abnormalities. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

An Act requiring certain medical personnel to notify the

PARENTS OF A NEWLY BORN CHILD OF ANY MAJOR ABNORMALITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 51 G, the following section: ■—
3 Section 51 H. Any physician medical intern, nurse or any
4 professional employee of a hospital who in his professional
5 capacity shall have reasonable cause to believe that any
6 major or minor abnormalities were observed during the birth
7 of the child shall notify the parents of such abnormalities.
8 Cord around child’s neck with possible resultant anoxia
9 post, as well as, pre-maturity. Forceps delivery with reason

10 for such. Passage of meconium that could denote fetal dis-
-11 tress. Premature rupture of membranes. Fetal distress de-
-12 noted by significant rise or fall of fetal heart rate. Delivery
13 which occurs after the cervix has been fully dilated for two
14 hours. C section and reason for it. Extended labor or ex-
-15 tended delivery. Cephalhematoma. Moulding. Delayed res-
-16 piration. Breech or other than vertex presentations. Precipi-
-17 tate delivery. Severe anemia in the mother or child. Low
18 apgar score. Significant family history. Multiple births.
19 Mother’s exposure to radiation during early weeks of preg-
-20 nancy. Toxemia. Thyroid disease. Kidney infection. Dia-
-21 betes. Extremely young or mothers over 40.
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