
SENATE 627

By Mr. Backman, a pettion (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 627) of
John J. Buckley, sheriff, Middlesex County, for legislation to regulate
compensation for inmates of correctional Institutions of the Common-
wealth in connection with prison industries; credits. Human Services and
Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

An Act regulating compensation for inmates of correctional
INSTITUTIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH IN CONNECTION WITH
PRISON INDUSTRIES; CREDITS.

Be it enactedby theSenate andHouse of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 48a, as most recently amended by chap-
-3 ter 590 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof the
4 the following section:
5 Section 48A. Subject to appropriation from the General
6 Fund, the commissioner shall establish a system of compen-
-7 sation, in line with the prevailing minimum wage, for in-
-8 mates of the correctional institutions of the commonwealth
9 who perform good and satisfactory work either within the

10 industrial program or in the servicing and maintenance of the
11 correctional institutions or in the prison camps. Upon the
12 recommendation of any superintendent, the commissioner
13 may establish a graduated scale of compensation above the
14 prevailing minimum wage to be paid inmates in accordance
15 with their skill and industry, and the commissioner shall
16 establish, and may at any time amend or annul, rules and
17 regulations for carrying out the purposes of this section.
18 An inmate shall agree to deliver his total earnings, minus
19 tax and similar deductions, to the superintendent of the cor-
-20 rectional institution where he is sentenced. At no time shall
21 any inmate personally receive any monies, checks or the like
22 during the term of his imprisonment. The superintendent of
23 the institution shall deduct from the earnings delivered to him
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the following:24
First an amount determined by the superintendent for sub-

stantial reimbursement to the commonwealth for providing
food, lodging and clothing for such inmate; second the amount
for support of his wife and children as ordered by any court;
third, the amount arrived at with public welfare department;
fourth, sums voluntarily agreed to for family allotments and
for personal necessities while confined. The remainder of the
moneys so earned shall be accumulated to the credit of the
inmate and shall be deposited by the superintendent as a
trustee in a bank approved by the state treasurer and paid to
the inmate upon his release from such institution in such in-
stallments and at such times as may be described in such
rules and regulations.
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38 Subject to appropriation from the General Fund, the com-

missioner may expend such amounts as are appropriated to
arrange or enlarge the shops and to provide storage room
needed for the manufacturing of prison goods in an estab-
lished industry. The commissioner may employ such addi-
tional employees as shall be approved by the Governor and
council to make arrangements with the offices, departments
and institutions named in sections fifty-three and fifty-seven.
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