
SENATE No. 640
By Mr. Bulger, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 640) of Wil-

liam M. Bulger for legislation to confirm and provide funding for facil-
ities providing food and shelter for homeless persons. Human Services
and Elderly Affairs.

She (HommnmuraUh of itUirwaduuH'tt-;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

An Act confirming and providing funding for facilities
PROVIDING FOOD AND SHELTER FOR HOMELESS PERSONS.

Whereas, the deferred operation of this Act would tend to de-
feat its purpose, which is to confirm immediately and provide for
the funding of facilities providing food and shelter for homeless
persons. Therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conven-
ience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 2of Chapter 117 of the General Laws
2is hereby amended by adding the following clause (e): “(e)
3 Facility Providing Food and Shelter for Homeless Persons”,
4 an institution located in a city of at least 130,000 population
5 which serves annually an average of 200 persons daily, and
6 which provides food and shelter to individuals who, because
7 of psychological, emotional or physical disability, are unable
8 to maintain their own homes.

1 Section 2. Chapter 117 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following § SA: “§ SA. At the discre-
3 tion of the department, an application for assistance as pro-
-4 vided in § 5 hereof shall not be required for any individual
5 obtaining food and shelter at a facility providing food and
6 shelter for homeless persons, upon determination by the de-
-7 partment that the class of persons served by such facility is
8 poor and indigent. The department shall, in any such in-
-9 stance, provide assistance directly to such facility, pursuant
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to a contract between the department and such facility.10

Section 3. Section 7 of Chapter 117 of the General Laws
is hereby amended by adding the following sentence: “The
operation of a facility providing food and shelter for home-
less persons shall not be deemed to require a license under
Chaper 111 solely because of the provision of health care to
persons at such facility, so long as such health care is pro-
vided by a licensed physician or nurse and those acting under
their supervision.”

Section 4. Funding heretofore provided by the department
to any facility providing food and shelter for homeless per-
sons is hereby ratified.
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